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The Experiences of Racial and Ethnic Identity, 
Communities, and Diversity in America  

  Unit Overview    xviii 

    1.    Chicago and the Irish,   Tom Deignan,  Irish America,  August/September, 2008 
 Deignan’s profi le of the Irish in Chicago, and the compilation of personal expressions of ethnic iden-
tity reveal the dual characteristics nature of affinities to places and culture that shapes the personal-
ity of the members of an ethnic group.   2 

    2.    Cajun Country Still Sizzles: But, Podna, You’d Better Partake in the Traditions 
Soon,   Josh Noel,  The Baltimore Sun,  March 28, 2010 
 Josh Noel’s photo essay and narrative projects an inviting vista of Cajun ethnic tradition in Louisiana, 
and promotes tourism and travel into this accessible world of food, fun, and festival.  5

    3.    Farmer Fills Hala Niche While Feeding His Soul,   Tara Bahrampour,  The Washington 
Post,  April 13, 2010 
 Tara Bahrampour’s profi le of the Hossian family and their adaptation to the market for meat in accord 
with Islamic Law reveals personal and group transitions that emerge when ethno-religious communi-
ties reach certain levels of size and the sustainability of new cultures and new entrepreneurs.  7

    4.    In Brooklyn, an Evolving Ethnicity,   Delizia Flaccavento,  Ambassador, National Italian 
American Foundation,  Summer 2006 
 This profi le of the streets of Bensonhurst recounts the efforts taken by the Federation of Italian 
American Organizations toward the recultivation of neighborhood-based ethnicity that fl ourished in 
this original ethnic enclave.  9

    5.    In Armenian Enclave, Turkish Deal Arouses  Suspicion: Ethnic Leaders in 
Glendale, Calif., See Detente Announcement as a Ploy on Day  Commemorating 
1915 Killings,   Nicholas Casey,  The Wall Street Journal,  April 25–26, 2009 
 This report by Nicholas Casey on activities of the most robust Armenian settlements in America and 
the dismay of Armenian Americans to the announcement–a thaw in relations between Turkey and 
Armenia–reveals a few dimensions of ethnic confl ict related to oppositional identity, the politics of 
memory, and historical victimization.  11

    6.    The Hotel Africa,   G. Pascal Zachary,  The Wilson Quarterly,  Summer 2006 
 This account of the growing number of African immigrants, and their ongoing relationship with their 
countries and regions of origin provides a window to new dimensions of American pluralism.  13

    UNIT 2
    The Legal Construction of Diversity and Disparity  

  Unit Overview    18 

    7.    Racial Restrictions in the Law of Citizenship,   Ian F. Haney López,  White By Law: 
The Legal Construction of Race,  New York University Press, 1996 
 This article traces the legal history of naturalization in the development of the defi nitions and legal 
norms that affected American citizenship.  21
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    8.     Dred Scott v. Sandford,     Supreme Court of the United States,  1856 
 This case is concerned with the claim by Dred Scott, a slave, who was taken by his master to live 
in a free state, and then claimed to have lost his status as a slave. The Court ruled that the U.S. 
Constitution did not protect him, nor other African Americans, whether they were considered free or 
held as slaves.  26

    9.    “There’s No One as Irish as Barack O’Bama”: The Policy and Politics of 
American Multiracialism,   Jennifer Hochschild and Vesia Mae Weaver,  Perspectives 
on Politics: The American Political Science Association,  September 2010 
 This scholarly article addresses a variety of implications and impacts on racial and ethnic under-
standings and loyalties that fl ow from the data collection for the 2000 Census which allowed individu-
als to choose more than one race.  30

    10.    Brown et al. v. Board of Education of Topeka et al. from U.S. Reports, 1954 
 In this case the Court overturned  Plessy v. Ferguson,  and ended  dejure  segregation of public 
schools. The Court ruled that “separate but equal has no place in public education for separate 
education and facilities are inherently unequal.”  49

    11.    ‘Bakke’ Set a New Path to Diversity for Colleges,   Peter Schmidt,  The Chronicle of 
Higher Education,  June 20, 2008 
 In Bakke a splintered Court ruled to uphold a lower court order that addressed the question of spe-
cial admission to medical school guaranteed the rights of certain ethnic minorities over the claim to 
rights of better-qualifi ed non-minority applicants.  52

    12.    Shaare Tefi la Congregation v. Cobb and Saint  Francis College v. Al-Khazraji, from 
U.S. Reports, 1987 
 The Supreme Court reviewed the legislative intent of Congress, and discovered that the civil rights 
law of 1866 should be applied to discrimination based on race and ethnicity and thus, extend prohibi-
tions against state and private discrimination based on group distinctions to all ethno-religious groups.  55

    13.    Historical Discrimination in the Immigration Laws, from The Tarnished Golden 
Door, September 1980 
 This article summarizes the history of immigration laws and their effects on immigrants groups: the 
Nativist movement of the 1830s, The Chinese Exclusion Acts of the 1880s, the quota system of the 
1920s, and the McCarran-Walter Act of 1952.  59

    14.    The Diversity Visa Lottery—A Cycle of Unintended Consequences in United 
States Immigration Policy,   Anna O. Law,  Journal of American Ethnic History,  Summer 
2002 
 Anna Law’s account of the  immigration reforms  dating from 1965, and the current public practice of 
awarding visas by country lottery reveals the curious logic and trajectory of cultural, economic, and 
democratic assumptions  . 64

    UNIT 3
    The Demography of Ethnicity  

  Unit Overview   76  

    15.    Ancestry 2000: Census 2000 Brief,   Angela Brittingham and G. Patricia de la Cruz, 
 U.S. Department of Commerce, Economics and Statistics Administration, U.S. Census 
Bureau,  June 2004 
 This report, with its tables and fi gures, presents troves of data regarding ethnic populations, the 
persistence of ancestral affinities, and self-identifi cation and regional clustering of cultures in the 
United States.  79

    16.    The American Community Survey: The New Dimensions of Race and Ethnicity 
in America, John David Kromkowski,    Building Blocks: Occasional Papers NCUEA,  
September 15, 2010 
 This article about the new research possibilities derived from  The American Community Survey  
and illustrative tables guide the reader from history into a stunning new age of information and sta-
tistical tests regarding race and ethnicity in America.  87

    17.    Nation’s Linguistic Diversity: Population Speaking a Language Other than 
English at Home Increases by 140 Percent in Past Three Decades,   U.S. 
Department of Commerce, Economics and Statistics Administration, US Census 
Bureau, April 27, 2010 
 This compilation of data based on the American Community Survey and the other Census collec-
tions from 1980–2007 details aggregate and state level information about the increases and declines 
of the 303 languages, other than English, that are spoken in homes throughout America.  95
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    18.    A Profi le of Today’s Italian Americans: A Report Based on the Year 2000 Census 
Compiled by the Sons of Italy,    The Order Sons of Italy in America,  2000 
 This report presents data regarding Italian Americans. It describes the municipal, state, and regional 
status of the Italian American population in the United States.  106

    19.    Polonia in Numbers: How Many of Us Are out There?,    Good News,  The American 
Institute of Polish Culture/The Piast Institute, 2006/2007 
 This report about Polish Americans presents data gathered from the U.S. Census and self- 
identifi cation of respondents. These tables reveal municipal and state clustering of Polish Americans 
in the United States.  112

    20.    Irish-American Heritage Month (March) and Saint. Patrick’s Day (March 17): 2010,  
  U.S. Department of Commerce, Economics and Statistics Administration, U.S. Census 
Bureau,  February 22, 2010 
 This report, with its tables of data about Irish Americans, locates and quantifi es the persistence and 
extent of Irish ethnicity, and its regional clusters in America.  117

    21.    Still Unmelted after All These Years,   John David Kromkowski,  Occasional Papers 
Series, NCUEA,  June 20, 2008 
 This article systematically measures American ethnic diversity, quantifi es, and compares levels of 
ethnic variety at the state level, and presents graphic evidence of profound ethnic clustering.  119

    UNIT 4    
Indigenous Ethnic Groups  

  Unit Overview   124  

    22.    Who Is a Native American?,   Peter Ortiz,  DiversityInc,  December 2004/January 2005 
 Peter Ortiz’s answer to this question surely includes ethnic tradition, but also move well beyond such 
matters to the wider range of concerns related to participation in America.  126

    23.    Tribal Philanthropy Thrives,   Daniel Gibson,  Native Peoples: Arts and Lifeways,  
August 2008 
 Daniel Gibson’s report on the social value of sharing, and profi les of Native American associations 
and their contributions and self-help efforts adds a new dimension to mainstream knowledge of 
Native Americans, beyond their activities in gaming.  131

    24.    American Indian and Alaska Native Heritage Month: November 2008,    U.S. 
Department of Commerce, Economics and Statistics Administration, U.S. Census 
Bureau,  November 2007 
 This report on Native American populations provides a quantitative profi le of data regarding  ethnic 
populations and thus a fuller understanding of the persistence of ancestral affinities and self- 
identifi cation as well as the clustering of indigenous cultures in the United States.  133

    UNIT 5
    African Americans  

  Unit Overview   136  

    25.    Black (African–American) History Month: February 2010,    U.S. Department 
of Commerce, Economics and Statistics Administration, U.S. Census Bureau,  
December 2009 
 This report on African Americans presents a trove of tables and a compilation of social and eco-
nomic indicators, regional data, and profi les of the African American population.  139

   26.    Transcript of Obama’s Speech,   Barack Obama,  Transcript of Philadelphia Speech,  
March 18, 2008 
 This speech by Barack Obama presented in a symbolically important city, Philadelphia, at a moment 
of intense passion provoked by video and live engagement of Rev. Jeremiah Wright seemed to be a 
defi ning moment for the campaign and perhaps for the discussion of race in America. 143

    27.    Redefi ning Black Women in America,   Krissah Thompson,  The Washington Post,  
March 13, 2010 
 Krissah Thompson’s report on images of black women articulated at a two-day summit of successful 
black women convened to address the obstacles and possibilities beyond demeaning stereotypes.  148
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    UNIT 6
    Hispanic/Latino/a Americans  

  Unit Overview   150  

    28.    Who’s Hispanic?,   Jeffrey Passel and Paul Taylor,  Pew Hispanic Center,  
May, 28, 2009 
 Jeffrey Passel and Paul Taylor provide a guide as they answer a few questions posed by the fl uid 
process of developing a language of ethnicity and identity driven by data categories devised by the 
US Census and the Hispanic leaders.  152

    29.    Race and Hispanic Origin of the Foreign-Born Population in the United States: 
2007,    E lizabeth  M. Grieco, American Community Survey Reports,  January 2010 
 This report describes the race and Hispanic-origin composition of foreign-born population in the 
United States and compares it to that of the total and native-born population.  155

    30.    Latino Agricultural Workers and Their Young  Families: Advancing Theoretical 
and Empirically Based Conceptualizations,   Sandra Barrueco and Robert O’Brien, 
Occasional Paper,  Research funded by The U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services , July 2010 
 This pioneering report on the state of millions of Latino children provides a comprehensive review of 
fi ndings and an analytical framework of the complex constellation of facets that must be addressed 
by public policies and practices related to the well-being children and families in the agricultural 
workforce.  168

    UNIT 7    
Asian Americans  

  Unit Overview   176  

    31.    Asian/Pacifi c American Heritage Month: May 2010,   U.S. Department of Commerce, 
American Community Survey, Census Bureau News, May 2010 
 This report on the variety of ethnic groups that constitute the Asian/Pacifi c American Population 
and a reference guide to web-based information of these population presents a trove of information and 
a profi le constructed from social and economic indicators, compiled by the U.S. Census Bureau, and 
mandated by Congress in 1978 when Asian/Pacifi c American Week was established.  178

    32.    To Be Asian in America,   Angela Johnson Meadows,  DiversityInc,  April 2005 
 The profi les of persons from Asian ethnicities arrayed in this collage of interviews by Angela Johnson 
Meadows present an interesting and representative set of events and experiences.  183

    UNIT 8
    European and Mediterranean Ethnics  

  Unit Overview   188  

    33.    Migrations to the Thirteen British North American Colonies, 1770–1775: New 
Estimates,   Aaron Fogelman,  Journal of Interdisciplinary History, Spring  1992 
 In this article, Aaron Fogelman documents the foundational ethnic texture of colonial America and 
establishes the baselines from which our analysis of understanding of drama of ethnic variety must 
begin.  191

    34.    Fecund Newcomers or Dying Ethnics?  Demographic Approaches to the History of 
Polish and Italian Immigrants and Their Children in the United States, 1880–1980,  
 John Radzilowski,  Journal of American Ethnic History,  Fall 2007 
 In this article John Radzilowski provides demographic lenses and a fresh view of the historical devel-
opment of two large ethnic groups in America which challenges the foundation of approaches and 
models that have shaped both scholarship and popular perceptions of these groups as well as advo-
cacy research of assimilation theory, “the new ethnicity”, and the “whiteness” paradigm.  201
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    35.    Ethnics No More or Ethnogenesis: From Syrian to Arab American,   Philip Kayak 
and Kristine Ajrouch,  Occasional Papers, National Center for Urban Ethnic Affairs,  
June 2010 
 This article by Philip Kayal and Kristine Ajrouch not only reviews previous research but also provides 
a pioneering detailed exploration into the social process of ethnic group formation and change in 
America.  209

   36.   Neither Natural Allies Nor Irreconcilable Foes: Alliance Building Efforts between 
African Americans and Immigrants,   Yusuf Sarfati and Cheryl McLaughlin,  Kirwan 
Institute Update,  Spring 2008 
 The authors review strategies for intergroup relations, and also pose a larger question about culture 
and the common good.  220

    UNIT 9
    Horizons in Pluralism  

  Unit Overview   222  

    37.    Bigots I Have Loved,   Mark Phillips,  Notre Dame Magazine,  Winter 2009–2010 
 These personal accounts or meditations on experiences invite the readers into the contours of 
meaning that are embedded in cultures, and the process of unpacking racism and prejudice.  225

    38.     From Every End of This Earth,    Steven V. Roberts,  HarperCollins,  2009 
 The framework provided in the  Introduction and Afterword,  to Steven V. Roberts’ lively and pen-
etrating profi les of lives of immigrants, was designed to provide a deeper understanding of personal 
sagas always missed in the immigration policy debate.  229

    UNIT 10
    International Aspects of Ethnic Relations  

  Unit Overview   236  

    39.    The Ultimate Crime: Katyn and the Invention of Genocide,   John Connelly, 
 Commonweal,  August 2010 
 In this article, written shortly after the tragic events that occurred as Russia and Poland moved 
toward reconciliation, John Connelly traces the history of events that have become a evil icon of 
modern statecraft, and its murderous strategy of national annihilation called genocide.  238

    40.    Never Underestimate the Power of Ethnicity in Iraq,   Amy Chua and Jed Rubenfeld, 
 The Washington Post,  January 4, 2004 
 This account on ethnicity in Iraq, written by Chua and Rubenfeld, explores essential issues about the 
foundations of social order in Iraq, and the realities addressed suggest implications that extend to 
the very core of our democratic assumptions.  242

    41.    Burqa Is Banned in France,   David Gauthier-Villars and Charles Forelle,  
The Wall Street Journal,  September 15, 2010 
 This account of issues in France and other European countries regarding religion, personal freedom, 
human rights, and growing suspicion and anger in the face of diversity and change highlight the 
intersection of law, ethnicity and religion, and the central value and implementation questions of 
contemporary pluralism and claims of universal human rights.  244
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