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Some websites continually change their structure and content, so the information listed here may not always be available.

General Sources

Central Intelligence Agency

www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html

Use this official home page to get connections to The CIA Factbook, which provides extensive statistical and political information about every country in the world.

Human Rights Watch

www.hrw.org
The official website of Human Rights Watch describes its beginnings in 1978 as Helsinki Watch. The website tracks the extent and evolution of political and civil rights across all regions. There are detailed and extensive discussions for countries under watch regarding the level of civil and political liberties and their effects on those fighting for enfranchisement, particularly the poor, women, and children.

Research and Reference (Library of Congress)

www.loc.gov/rr
This massive research and reference site of the Library of Congress will lead you to invaluable area studies information on politics and changes across the globe. It also provides links to bibliographies for those interested in delving more deeply into a topic.

U.S. Department of State

www.state.gov
This site provides definitions, documents, and discussion on topics of global relevance, such as terrorism, diplomatic relations, democracy and aid. Extensive discussion and follow-up.

U.S. Information Agency

www.america.gov
This USIA page provides definitions, related documentation, and discussion of topics on issues across the globe. Many web links are provided.

The United Nations

http://un.org/members
This United Nations webpage provides brief profiles of member countries and links to the individual countries. The country links include websites to news agencies and sources.

UNIT 1: Why Comparative Politics?

Africa News Online

http://allafrica.com
Open this site for extensive, up-to-date information on all of Africa, with reports from Africa’s leading newspapers, magazines, and news agencies. Coverage is country-by-country and regional. Background documents and Internet links are among the resource pages.

BBC World News

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/default.stm
This page of the British Broadcasting Corporation provides an up-to-date online resource for Africa and contains links to the news in the Middle East and other regions.

The Human Rights Watch

www.hrw.org/asia/north-korea
The site provides one of the most extensive discussions of political and civil developments in North Korea, as well as efforts to improve the treatment of the population in the country, including international responses to drought, famine, and other natural disasters.

Inter-American Dialogue (IAD)

www.thedialogue.org
This is the website for IAD, a premier U.S. center for policy analysis, communication, and exchange in Western Hemisphere affairs. The 100-member organization has helped to shape the agenda of issues and choices in hemispheric relations.

The North American Institute (NAMI)

www.northamericaninstitute.org
NAMI, a trinational public-affairs organization concerned with the emerging “regional space” of Canada, the United States, and Mexico, provides links for study of trade, the environment, and institutional developments.

UNIT 2: Studying Comparative Politics: Developing Theories, Culling Evidence and Interpretation over Time

Political Science blog of Professors Henry Farrell, Andrew Gelman, John Sides, Joshua Tucker, and Erik Voeten

www.themonkeycage.org/comparative_politics
The website of these leading political scientists and scholars provides running commentaries on events around the world and the usefulness of systematic comparative politics in understanding these events.

Professor Mathew Shugart’s political blog

http://fruitsandvotes.com
Created by a leading political scientist and scholar, Professor Shugart’s blog comprises the whimsical and the serious on elections, electoral systems, and reforms comparatively and in domestic America. The website also contains a number of links to other sources of political science and politics.

Professor Robert Elgie’s political blog

http://web.mac.com/relgie/The_Semi-presidential_One/Blog/Blog.html
The product of a leading political scientist and scholar, Professor Elgie’s blog of politics around the world adds an important theoretical perspective to ongoing political events and conditions.

Unit 3. Political Participation: From Preferences to Policies

Africa News Online

http://allafrica.com
Open this site for extensive, up-to-date information on all of Africa, with reports from Africa’s leading newspapers, magazines, and news agencies. Coverage is country by country and regional. Background documents and Internet links are among the resource pages.

Freedom House

http://freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=1
The organization, founded in 1941, monitors political participation and civic associations across regions to champion open polities and societies. The website provides news as well as publications related to democratic opening.

Human Rights Watch

www.hrw.org
The official website of Human Rights Watch describes its beginnings in 1978 as Helsinki Watch. The website tracks the extent and evolution of political and civil rights across all regions. There are detailed and extensive discussions for countries under watch regarding the level of civil and political liberties and their effects on those fighting for enfranchisement, particularly the poor, women, and children.

National Geographic Society

www.nationalgeographic.com
This site provides links to National Geographic’s archive of maps, articles, and documents. There is a great deal of material related to political cultures around the world.

Research and Reference (Library of Congress)

www.loc.gov/rr
This massive research and reference site of the Library of Congress will lead you to invaluable area studies information on politics and changes across the globe. It also provides links to bibliographies for those interested in delving more deeply into a topic.

UNIT 4: The Executive: Instituting Accountability and Responsiveness

Asian Development Bank

www.adb.org/Countries
The website provides up-to-date information on 44 developing member countries in Asia regarding political, social, and economic policies to reduce poverty and improve the quality of life of the people.

BBC World News

www.bbc.co.uk/news/world/asia_pacific
This page of the British Broadcasting Corporation provides an up-to-date online resource for the Asia-Pacific and also contains links to news in Asia.

Inter-American Dialogue (IAD)

www.thedialogue.org
This is the website for IAD, a premier U.S. center for policy analysis, communication, and exchange in Western Hemisphere affairs. The 100-member organization has helped to shape the agenda of issues and choices in hemispheric relations.

Latin American Network Information Center, University of Texas at Austin

http://lanic.utexas.edu/la/region/government
The Latin American Network Information Center (LANIC) provides Internet-based information on Latin America and includes source-links to other websites that provide information on Latin American countries.

Russian and East European Network Information Center, University of Texas at Austin

http://reenic.utexas.edu
This is the website for information on Russia and the former Soviet Union. The site also contains links to research a topic in greater depth.

UNIT 5: The Legislature: Representation and the Effects of Electoral Systems

Asian Development Bank

www.adb.org/Countries
The website provides up-to-date information on 44 developing member countries in Asia regarding political, social, and economic policies to reduce poverty and improve the quality of life of the people.

Election Resources on the Internet

http://electionresources.org
The website provides updated electoral information on elections as they occur around the world, with brief discussions of the political systems to contextualize the information.

Inter-Parliamentary Union

www.ipu.org/wmn-e/world.htm
This website of the IPU comprises data for women representatives in national parliaments and some regional assemblies. The IPU is the international organization of Parliaments of sovereign states (Article 1 of the Statutes of the Inter-Parliamentary Union), established in 1889.

Latin American Network Information Center, University of Texas at Austin

http://lanic.utexas.edu/la/region/government
The Latin American Network Information Center (LANIC) provides Internet-based information on Latin America and includes source-links to other websites that provide information on Latin American countries.

World Bank

www.worldbank.org
News (press releases, summaries of new projects, speeches) and coverage of numerous topics regarding development, countries, and regions are provided at this site.

UNIT 6: The Judiciary, Intelligence Agencies, and the Military: Unelected Thugs or Expert Protectors?

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

www.ceip.org
This organization’s goal is to stimulate discussion and learning among both experts and the public at large on a wide range of international issues. The site provides links to the journal Foreign Policy, to the Moscow Center, to descriptions of various programs, and much more.

Central Intelligence Agency

www.cia.gov
Use this official home page to get to The CIA Factbook, which provides extensive statistical and political information about every country in the world.

Research and Reference (Library of Congress)

www.loc.gov/rr
This massive research and reference site of the Library of Congress will lead you to invaluable area studies information on politics and changes across the globe. It also provides links to bibliographies for those interested in delving more deeply into a topic.

Russian and East European Network Information Center, University of Texas at Austin

http://reenic.utexas.edu
This is the website for information on Russia and the former Soviet Union. The site also contains links to research a topic in greater depth.

World Wide Web Virtual Library: International Affairs Resources

www.etown.edu/vl
Surf this site and its extensive links to learn about specific countries and regions, to research international organizations, and to study such vital topics as international law, development, the international economy, and human rights.

UNIT 7: Trends and Challenges: How to Change Institutions

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

www.ceip.org
This organization’s goal is to stimulate discussion and learning among both experts and the public at large on a wide range of international issues. The site provides links to the journal Foreign Policy, to the Moscow Center, to descriptions of various programs, and much more.

Europa: European Union

http://europa.eu/index_en.htm
This server site of the European Union will lead you to the history of the EU; descriptions of EU policies, institutions, and goals; discussion of the monetary union; and documentation of treaties and other materials.

Freedom House

http://freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=1
The organization documents and provides access to annual reports tracking democratic and political developments in about 180 countries.

ISN International Relations and Security Network

www.isn.ethz.ch
This site, maintained by the Center for Security Studies and Conflict Research, is a clearinghouse for extensive information on international relations and security policy. Topics are listed by category (Traditional Dimensions of Security, New Dimensions of Security) and by major world regions.
NATO Integrated Data Service (NIDS)

www.nato.int/structur/nids/nids.htm
NIDS was created to bring information on security-related matters to the widest possible audience. Check out this website to review North Atlantic Treaty Organization documentation of all kinds, to read NATO Review, and to explore key issues in the field of European security.
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