Chapter 6

Ethical Dilemma: Should I Ignore the Cheating?

As a student, what would you do?

Response #1:

If in your personal values, you have a zero tolerance policy for cheating and unethical behavior then it is obvious which option you should choose. It is unfair for you and unfair to any one else studying hard for their exams. If the professor gives everyone As based on their test scores, then what’s the use of putting effort into studying and preparation? Reporting these students will set an example. The professor will punish these students and the class will realize there is no room for unethical behavior in the classroom.

Response #2:

As discussed in the Ethics Learning Module, ethics can be a sticky subject.  Most people realize the right thing to do is report the cheating—but who wants to be a tattle-tale? If your peers find out you reported them, you’re likely to suffer socially and you may lose everyone’s trust--everyone makes mistakes so it is easier to just quit talking to you then worry about the “teacher’s pet” reporting what’s going on.  Just because the first answer is seemingly the “right” answer doesn’t mean human nature won’t prevail. Peer pressure and fear of acceptance can be major influences on ethical behavior.  It may be tempting to cheat yourself—hey why work hard when you realize you can get a good grade anyway? The old saying “just because your friends jump off a bridge—does that mean you have to?” comes to mind.  Why compromise your own values simply because everyone else does?  If reporting their behavior is not something you see yourself doing—then why not continue to study and earn your grades? In the real world, those who behave unethically will be caught in the end. In a post Enron world, no one likes to see a cheater rewarded.
