“Paw Paw Patch”

Lesson plan on pages 127-130

Instructions for Folk Dance

Students stand in a circle, a boy next to a girl all the way around the circle. (This is not essential, but the dance reflects the lyrics.)

One student is “Susie.” As the class sings the first stanza (“Where, oh where, is dear little Susie?”) this student will step outside the circle, skip around its circumference (to the beat, if possible) and return to her place. As the class sings the second stanza (“Come on boys, let’s go find her”), all the boys do as Susie did, together––stepping out of the circle, skipping around to the beat until they return to their original place in the circle. As the class sings the third stanza (“Pickin’ up paw paws, puttin’ ‘em in her pocket”), everyone in the circle bends down and picks up a paw paw on the syllable “Pick” and on the syllable “put,” stands up and puts the imaginary paw paw into an imaginary pocket. Because of the macrobeat of the phrase, everyone will be stooping down on one “big beat” and standing on the next. In all stanzas, on the words “Way down yonder in the Paw Paw Patch,” everyone claps hands three times, coinciding with the words “Paw Paw Patch.”

On subsequent days, once the students know the song and dance very well, you might try an interesting variation during the second stanza. As the boys step out, the girls join hands and circle in the opposite direction. If they do it correctly, they will be in just the right place for the boys to once again join them in the circle in the places they came from. [This addition was invented by the students in one of my first grade classes.]
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