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	Commentary
	Text

	To underscore the unexpected and unfamiliar nature of the Sept. 11 attacks, President Bush alludes to the fact that since the Civil War, all American wartime casualties have occurred  in other countries (except for the 1941 Pearl Harbor attack).

Asking a question and then answering it is an effective technique in holding audience attention.

The President reminds the audience that al-Qaida has committed crimes against the U.S. in the past.

To help his listeners understand the secretive, criminal nature of al-Qaida, the President compares and contrasts it with the well-known domestic criminal organization.

As cautions against stereotypes and overgeneralizations, President Bush notes that the terrorists do not represent the mainstream views of most Muslims

After describing the broad international situation, the President sets the stage for narrowing the focus to Afghanistan and the Taliban..

Specific examples help the audience to understand the bizarre nature of Taliban extremism.

President Bush displays fairness and restraint by emphasizing that U.S. anger is not directed at Afghans but at the Taliban rulers.

The President lists U.S. demands in simple language that is clear and concise – and not likely to be misinterpreted by either friend or foe.

In a formal speech before Congress, a President can craft a speech so that “applause lines” are delivered at strategic junctures. These”lines” are delivered with extra emotion and emphasis in anticipation of applause, which is usually forthcoming from the audience.
	On September the 11th, enemies of freedom committed an act of war against our country. Americans have known wars, but for the past 136 years they have been wars on foreign soil, except for one Sunday in 1941. Americans have known the casualties of war, but not at the center of a great city on a peaceful morning.

Americans have known surprise attacks, but never before on thousands of civilians. All of this was brought upon us in a single day, and night fell on a different world, a world where freedom itself is under attack.

Americans have many questions tonight. Americans are asking, "Who attacked our country?"

The evidence we have gathered all points to a collection of loosely affiliated terrorist organizations known as al-Qaida. They are some of the murderers indicted for bombing American embassies in Tanzania and Kenya and responsible for bombing the USS Cole.

Al-Qaida is to terror what the Mafia is to crime. But its goal is not making money, its goal is remaking the world and imposing its radical beliefs on people everywhere.

The terrorists practice a fringe form of Islamic extremism that has been rejected by Muslim scholars and the vast majority of Muslim clerics; a fringe movement that perverts the peaceful teachings of Islam.

The terrorists' directive commands them to kill Christians and Jews, to kill all Americans and make no distinctions among military and civilians, including women and children. This group and its leader, a person named Osama bin Laden, are linked to many other organizations in different countries, including the Egyptian Islamic Jihad, the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan.

There are thousands of these terrorists in more than 60 countries.

They are recruited from their own nations and neighborhoods and brought to camps in places like Afghanistan where they are trained in the tactics of terror. They are sent back to their homes or sent to hide in countries around the world to plot evil and destruction. The leadership of al-Qaida has great influence in Afghanistan and supports the Taliban regime in controlling most of that country. In Afghanistan we see al-Qaida's vision for the world. Afghanistan's people have been brutalized, many are starving and many have fled.

Women are not allowed to attend school. You can be jailed for owning a television. Religion can be practiced only as their leaders dictate. A man can be jailed in Afghanistan if his beard is not long enough. The United States respects the people of Afghanistan -- after all, we are currently its largest source of humanitarian aid -- but we condemn the Taliban regime.

(APPLAUSE)

It is not only repressing its own people, it is threatening people everywhere by sponsoring and sheltering and supplying terrorists.

By aiding and abetting murder, the Taliban regime is committing murder. And tonight the United States of America makes the following demands on the Taliban:

-- Deliver to United States authorities all of the leaders of Al-Qaida who hide in your land.

-- Release all foreign nationals, including American citizens you have unjustly imprisoned.

-- Protect foreign journalists, diplomats and aid workers in your country.

-- Close immediately and permanently every terrorist training camp in Afghanistan. And hand over every terrorist and every person and their support structure to appropriate authorities.

-- Give the United States full access to terrorist training camps, so we can make sure they are no longer operating.

These demands are not open to negotiation or discussion.

(APPLAUSE)




