Capitolo 1

Cagliari, October 4

Dear Caroline,

How’s it going?

In Sardinia it is hot and the sea is blue. But the vacation season is finished. Now there is school.

A hug,

Giulia

Chicago, October 20

Dear Giulia,

Thanks for the postcard with the Sardinian sea. Here it’s cold and I’m going to the university. I miss the sun, vacation, and Italy!

Bye, see you soon!

Caroline

Capitolo 2

Bari, October 15

Dear Cousin Giuseppe,

Are you well? And the family?

Time passes and the kids are going to school now. Cristina is a pretty girl and attends high school. Luigi is still a child and goes to elementary school: he is very tall and thin. Next summer we’ll be waiting for you at the seaside!

Affectionate greetings to all from,

Nicola

New York, November 20

Dear Nicola,

Thank you for the greetings and the news about the kids. In New York it is cold and we are dreaming about the warmth and the blue sea in Puglia. Next year, Roberta is getting married to a good young man of Italian origin. We are very busy preparing the wedding ceremony and because of this we don’t have the chance to come to Italy.

Kisses to everyone,

Giuseppe

Capitolo 3

Campobasso, December 1

Dear Mario,

Your father and I are happy that you passed your exam. Good job! Is it very cold in Bologna? Christmas is near and we are looking forward to your return. In the meantime, look at this pretty postcard to remind yourself of your hometown.

Many kisses also from your little sister, Cecilia.

Mamma Alfonzina

Bologna, December 10

Dear Mom,

As you see from the photo, I studied day and night with my friends. But I’ve finished my exams and now I am happy. I can’t be home before December 20th. I’m taking the bus: the trains, before the holidays, are always too crowded.

Say hello also to Dad and kisses to my dear little sister!

See you soon,

Mario

Capitolo 4

January 20 – 2:30 pm
Hi, Giovanni,

In your e-mail you didn’t tell me anything about your vacation in the snow! Tomorrow I am going to my grandmother’s house in Pescasseroli, in the National Park of Abruzzo. If there is snow I will certainly go skiing. This year your Milan definitely isn’t going to win the championship! Go Inter!!!

I like the idea of coming to Milan for the Inter-Milan derby, that way we can also spend some time together.

A hug from,

Giulio

January 20 – 6:00 pm
Hi, Giulio,

I already bought tickets for the Milan-Inter derby. I’m anxiously awaiting you in Milan, but prepare yourself to see your beloved Inter lose! When you come I’ll tell you about my “white week.” For now, look at the photo of the beautiful ski slope that I attached to this message. I also started cross-country skiing and it is really nice. Why don’t you try it too?

Call, or send an email to tell me when your train arrives, that way I’ll come to the station.

Bye-bye, see you soon,

Giovanni

Capitolo 5

Palermo, February 15

Dear Sister,

How are you? How is your family? We are all well, including Grandma Elvira who is 100 years old this year. We are planning a wonderful party with a big cake with ricotta and candied fruit. We are also making a lot of sweets with almond paste. You promised to come on vacation, remember? Here it is already spring and, as you see from the photo, the sea and the sun are always wonderful. I’m looking forward to being able to hug you again after so many years.

Say hello to everyone,

Rosaria

Montreal, March 1

Dearest Rosaria,

Thanks for the beautiful postcard. Here it is terribly cold and I am always thinking about the Italian sun. Luca and I spend a lot of time in Italian bars and I am sending you a photo of Luca in our favorite bar. Luckily at the end of June we will leave for Sicily.

Finally the sun, swimming, gelatos, granitas, and conversation in Sicilian! From the airport I’m coming directly to your house: wait for me with coffee, a strong espresso coffee as only we know how to make! I can’t wait to be there with you all!

Kisses,

Anna

Capitolo 6

Reggio Emilia, April 8

Dear Isolde,

How are all of you, you and the children? Have you thought, this winter, of the great days spent at Rimini? So, will we see each other again on June 15th at the same place, Bagno Sirena? I hope so. Have you tried to make the piadine with my recipe? And the tortellini? Remember always to work the dough well.

Can you send me the strudel recipe that you forgot to give me?

Many affectionate greetings to everyone,

Maria Vittoria

Bolzano, April 20

Dear Maria Vittoria,

Your letter and photo brought me back to the sun and sea! Here the weather is rather bad and we haven’t yet decided anything for vacation. The kids always ask me to make the piadine: thanks to your recipe, I’ve become an expert!

For the strudel you do as follows: prepare a good pasta sfoglia with some butter and fill it with apples (good apples from Trentino like those in the photo I’m sending you), grapes, pine nuts, and a bit of sugar; roll the sfoglia and put it in the oven to cook.

Buon appetito!

Isolde

Capitolo 7

April 15 – 12:30 pm
Hi, Marco,

How’s military life? I’m writing you this e-mail just to send you a quick hello and to send you a fun photo: as you can see, it’s me in the middle of hats… But we will see each other in a few days in Rome. I bought a dress for my sister’s wedding. It is simple but pretty and it looks very good on me. But I need a pair of red shoes with a high heel and a purse that’s a bit “extravagant.” I also want to buy a necklace and some antique-style earrings and a multi-colored scarf. What do you say? Will I find something in Rome? As you know, the stores in Ancona don’t offer much choice.

Kisses and hugs,

Gianna

Hi, Gianna,

I’m writing you this email from an internet café downtown. You have to come to Rome as soon as possible and not only to see me. In the streets downtown I discovered some really charming shops where you can find what you are looking for. In a store window in via Condotti there are, at a discounted price, silk scarves of all colors, with pretty designs. Near Piazza Navona I found a store that sells inexpensive reproductions of antique jewelry. You’ll look great, without spending a lot!

I’m waiting for you.

Kisses,

your Guido

Capitolo 8

April 4 – 7:00 pm
Hi, Jimmy!

Do you like my new nickname? The Doge governed Venice when the city was a powerful maritime republic and, for love of my city, I chose this name. Here they are already making preparations for our Festival del Cinema. I’m waiting for your account of “Oscar Night” and the article that you wrote for your newspaper. In Italy, Benigni’s win from a few years ago nearly became a national holiday! A lot of people followed the awards in television and saw his intense explosion of joy. “La vita è bella” is a fantastic film and, in my opinion, Benigni deserved the Oscars. What do you think? And what di the American critics say?

Reply soon… greetings from the lagoon…

Luigi

April 15 – 11:30 pm
Dear Doge,

I like your name very much. I didn’t reply immediately because I was out of town for work. The most interesting things of Oscar Night are always the beautiful women and the joy of the winners, like Benigni’s outburst. How very likeable, as well as talented, this Italian is! I liked the film very much, I found it truly genial. Here all the critics judged it positively and I, in my article, spoke about it as a “true masterpiece.”

Keep in touch and… see you at the Festival di Venezia!

Jimmy

Capitolo 9

May 25 – 2:30 pm
Dear Aunt Giulia,

Did you hear about my accident? It may seem strange, but I fell while walking down the street and I broke my leg! A really stupid fall. Who knows what I was thinking about! I found myself on the ground, and I couldn’t get up and my leg hurt really badly. At the hospital they put a cast on and they told me to return in 30 days. So I have to stay still, at home, and I’m really bored. You don’t know, by chance, a remedy to make me heal quickly?

A kiss from,

Francesco

May 25 – 6:00 pm
Dear Francesco,

I’m very sorry for your accident. Let’s see if we can find a natural remedy. Naturally you have to keep the cast on and stay at home. I’m attaching, however, a recipe for an infusion to alleviate the itch on your leg: with the heat it can be especially terrible. You have to go to the herboristery and buy natural chamomile, like what you see in the photo.

When you take off the cast you’ll have to do some rehabilitation, because your leg has been still for a long time. But stay calm, I know some excellent physical therapists. In the meantime, try to eat a lot of raw vegetables: mineral salts help muscles to not lose much strength. And . . . you have to have patience!

A strong hug,

Aunt Giulia

Capitolo 10

September 20 – 10:15 pm
Hi, Katy!

You left only a week ago and already we miss you . . . I do and all your friends in Perugia. How did your return trip go? How is your family? And London? Is it already cold? I start classes again soon at the University, but here it is still warm and I don’t feel much like studying. Will you return in the springtime as you promised? This time you won’t have to attend language classes and we will be able to take you around our beautiful region. We’ll introduce you to Assisi, Spello, Gubbio, Spoleto, and the green Umbrian countryside. For a glutton like you, Perugia in the springtime is unforgettable: there is the chocolate festival!

I’m waiting for news, and I send you many kisses,

Luisa

September 21 – 10:25 am
Hi, Luisa!

In London it is already winter, everything is grey, and I miss you all and Perugia a lot! I talk about Italy all day long so my father got information from various agencies about renting a house in the Umbrian countryside next year. We have to decide when might be the best time to come to Italy also according to my siblings’ school vacations. As soon as we will have decided I will let you know. I’ll insist on coming when the chocolate festival is there, but you need to let me know the exact dates. And will you come to London at Christmastime? We’ll go around to the little markets and we’ll have a lot of fun.

A strong hug,

Katy

Capitolo 11

June 20 – 9:20 am
Dear Gustavo,

I’m writing you this letter because I need your help. All 17 Contrade of the Palio of Siena will renew the costumes this year for the characters in the historic parade, those that parade in the Piazza before the horse race. Because of this, my Contrada needs to find some particular fabrics, for the color and the material. I thought of you because, for your job, you really know fabrics and silk-producing agencies in Como. I’m sending you the designs of the costumes and a photo of some characters from a contrada in costume as an example. Can you find an adequate silk? When you have found it, write me and I’ll come to Como to make the purchase.

Thank you for the help and best regards,

Luciano

June 21 – 10:40 am
Dear Luciano,

I found an adequate silk for the costumes. I saw a lot of them, from different agencies, and I discarded many of them because the colors didn’t correspond exactly to those of your contrada. The silks that I chose are a bit expensive but they have an extraordinary luminescence and extraordinary hues. The yellow recalls antique gold and the red seems just like that of certain Sienese frescoes. The material is strong enough and some good tailors will easily be able to create the model indicated in the design. I’m sending you a photo of some costumes that they created in Firenze with our fabrics. You can see that they turned out really well. You’ll be satisfied!

I’m waiting for you as soon as possible,

Gustavo

Capitolo 12

October 30 – 11:00 am
Hi, Elisa!

Even if you’ll come home in a few weeks, I can’t wait and I am writing to you to tell you about the house that, finally, Mario and I found. It is an old house, but completely renovated. It is near the port, in the old district where we lived as kids. Do you remember? It has an independent entrance and develops on three floors. On the ground floor there is only the entrance and a closet, on the first floor there is a big living room, a pretty kitchen, and a small bathroom. On the top floor, there are two sunny rooms, another bathroom, and a small room for books, a desk, and the computer. I can’t wait to show it to you!

A hug,

Lucia

October 31 – 7:30 pm
Dear Lucia,

You sound so enthusiastic about your new house! . . . I’m really happy . . . I always liked the old part of Trieste and windows on the sea are the best . . . As you know, I’m happy here in Spain, but I still miss Italy and Trieste a lot. Only the sea consoles me and makes me feel not so far away: I close my eyes, I smell the scent of the sea air, I feel the breeze that blows through my hair . . . There are, then, the roman ruins (look at the photo that I attached) that remind me of Rome and the history of ancient Italy. Well, little sister, I’ll be home soon and I’ll help you prepare your wedding and furnish your house.

A kiss to Mom and Dad and a special one to you and Mario.

Yours,

Elisa

Capitolo 13

November 13 – 10:00 am
Hi, Mario,

How are you? I’m writing to you for work reasons. I would like your advice on the possibility of using the National Parks for the recovery of young people with social problems, like drugs. You did something similar with the city of Aosta? The Provincial Administration in Trento gave me the task of preparing programs for the rehabilitation of former drug addicts. I thought of organizing trips for the young people in Stelvio Park to study the environment and to work for the protection of the animals. A group work experience in the environment of the Park could be very enriching. If you agree, I could come to Aosta to talk better about the project and hear about your experiences.

I’m awaiting your reply and I send you my regards,

Luca

November 14 – 9:30 am
Dear Luca,

Receiving your e-mail was a great pleasure for me. Just last month, in the environmental department of the city we decided to create one or two programs for maladjusted youths. We are also thinking of some programs of environmentalism work/study. It seems like we had the same idea! The photo that I’ve attached for you is of the place where we are thinking of setting our programs. What do you think of it?


Our regions are very similar and we could work on the construction of a common project. It will be a great occasion to be together and I am happy about it. I will talk with my colleagues about you and I will try to establish the date for a first meeting. Let’s keep in touch.

See you soon!

Mario

Capitolo 14

January 15 – 12:30 am
Hi, Claudio,

How are you? How did your re-entry to the United States go? Have you already returned to work? I sent you by mail the Cd of “Famous Arias” performed by Luciano Pavarotti, that you couldn’t find in Naples. I found it in Rome, where I was for work. I also sent you a good collection of Neapolitan songs, even though you don’t appreciate them much. The Festival di San Remo will take place the last week of February: remember to watch it. I think that the RAI will broadcast all of the performances, even abroad. Did you find tickets for the Bocelli concert? I hope so, seeing that you left Italy early so as to not risk missing the concert. You really are obsessed with opera . . .

Talk to you soon,

Ciro

January 20 – 7:30 am
Hi, Ciro,

I didn’t respond to your message right away because I had to stand in line every day for tickets to the Bocelli concert and also for a performance of La Traviata that will take place in two weeks. They stage a lot of productions of Italian operas in the Bass Performance Hall (see the attached photo). Thank you so much for your hospitality in Naples: it is always fun to stay with you, even if we have different musical tastes. Thanks also for the Cds, when they arrive I will listen to them willingly. I’ll watch the Festival di San Remo, like every year: even though I don’t like pop music much, it is an interesting show and it brings me a piece of Italy at home. Here it is early morning and you, surely, are sleeping. I still need to shave before going to work . . . I’ll shave to the notes of Rossini’s «Barbiere di Siviglia» . . I’m really obsessed, you’re right.

A hug,

Claudio

Capitolo 15

Milan, February 10

Dear Professor Bertini,

All of us in class, we were all happy to receive your letter and to know that you are doing well in Avignon. The new teacher, as we already wrote to you, is young and very enthusiastic, but we miss you a lot. We are worried about the final exam that we have to take in a few months and I am writing you to ask you for some advice on preparing the oral interview on Italian Literature. 


At first I thought I’d prepare myself to discuss Pascoli and his poems from the symbolist period. Then, however, I read a lot of novels from the 1900’s (Cassola, Pratolini, Svevo, Pavese) that I found really interesting, and now I am unsure. Can you help me choose?


I’m awaiting your reply, and I send you our regards, also on behalf of my classmates.

Lorenza

Avignon, February 20

Dear Lorenza,

Thank you for the greetings and your nice words.


I can tell that you are all very worried about the exam that is awaiting you, but I am sure that your new teacher will prepare all of you well. Regarding your doubts, Lorenza, I would suggest that you choose an easy subject, and one that you like a lot, to begin your oral interview. Instead of a single author, why don’t you prepare a discussion on a literary movement from the 1900’s: symbolism, surrealism, futurism? In this way you can widen your discussion to other artistic forms, and also to historic and political events. Naturally you should be very prepared to discuss the authors from that period, but this way, probably, they won’t ask you about authors studied in previous years, like Dante, who has always been difficult for you. Stay calm, however, all of you, and write me every time you need to.

With affection,

Anna Bertini

Capitolo 16

March 30 – 1:30 pm
Hi, Valerio,

As you already know, the date for the elections has been set and it will be May 13th. I will, therefore, have to postpone the date of my departure for the United States. As a citizen, I feel the right and duty to go and vote and, in any case, as employees of the City, we will be busy for a few days doing overtime work. I haven’t yet decided whom I will vote for. For you it is easier, with only two parties. Here we are still pretty far from a true two-party system. As soon as I can, I will book the flight and I’ll let you know. Mom and Dad are well, despite problems with getting older, and they say hello.

A hug to Jenny and the kids,

Massimo

March 31 – 9:45 pm
Dear Massimo,

I’m sorry that you have to postpone your trip, but I understand that you will be very busy with the elections. After so many years of being a United States citizen and voting here, I almost don’t remember anymore how you used to vote in Italy. Who are the candidates? I always remember, when I was young, the rallies (that’s what they were called, I think, those speeches the candidates would hold outside before the elections) in the piazze of Rome. I don’t think that they still do them . . . According to the newspapers, it seems, however, that this time in Italy there is a lot of tension and anticipation for the electoral results. Even those that work at the Italian Embassy here seem very busy during this period. When you come, you’ll tell me all about it.

Say hi to Mom and Dad for me.

See you soon,

Valerio

Capitolo 17

Potenza, April 4

Dear Carlo,

I’m writing to you now to ask you a few things. Are you well? When you were here for Christmas I seemed to have understood that you have a good job and that you are settled. I am pretty desperate . . . It has been, by now, two years since I finished high school and I have my diploma in accounting but I can’t find a job. You were brave and went north: here, in Basilicata, industry is scarce and there are no jobs with the Public Administration. Do you think that I could come to Genoa to find something? Can you give me a hand? Let me know.

Thanks a million!

Osvaldo

Genoa, April 15

Dear Osvaldo,

I’m sorry to hear that you are still without work and that you feel discouraged. In my opinion, you should come north, at least for a while, and you should also do a bit of updating: computers, Internet, English. In Genoa I immediately realized that if you haven’t learned a little bit about computers, you haven’t done anything . . . At that point I went to unload cargo at the port in the mornings and I took a computer course in the evenings. Afterwards it was all a lot simpler and now I have a good job in an import-export agency, thanks also to my good knowledge of English. So, Osvaldo, you have to do something to enrich your résumé, because just a diploma is no longer enough. And I don’t want you to end up like the guy in the photo I’m sending you!


If you want to come to Genoa I can put you up without difficulty. Let me know what you decide.

Bye, talk to you soon,

Carlo

Capitolo 18

Torino, May 15

Dear Fatima,

Here in the café we miss you a lot, both your colleagues and also the clients. The girl that has taken your place is nice, but we are all missing your coffee! I hope that you are doing well with your parents and your numerous brothers and sisters who you missed a lot. And Morocco? Did you find it changed after so many years? Your children, having grown up in Italy, what do they say? Send us a postcard and, when you return, remember to bring us those sweets you promised and henna to give my hair red highlights like yours.

A hug from all of us,

Martina

Casablanca, May 30

Dear Martina,

Thank you to everyone for the postcard. It is a pleasure to have so many friends in Italy. You know that not all immigrants are loved like I am . . . is it because of my coffee? It was really great to see my family again. They are all well and I found a lot of new nieces and nephews. My youngest brother would like to come to Italy. I told him that I will help him, but I also explained to him that life in Italy is harder than how they imagine it to be here. My children, at the beginning, had a bit of trouble because they understood little of the language and the heat was hard for them. Even for me it wasn’t easy to readjust to certain things about my country . . . I’ll tell you all about it better upon my return, that is, in a few days. I have a bunch of surprises and presents for you.

A hug to everyone,

Fatima

