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Preface

he past, of course, can never change. But our under-
standing of the past changes constantly; and as a result, so
does the writing of history. Shifts in historical understand-
ing occur for many reasons. They can be the results of dis-
coveries of new evidence or new methods of interpreting
familiar evidence. They can be products of new theories of
history, or of human behavior. Most of all, they can be re-
flections of new questions, preoccupations, and concerns
that emerge out of the events of the historian’s own time.

Two such questions have led to significant changes in
this new edition. Even before the terrible events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, it was clear to most Americans that the
recent history of the United States had become more em-
bedded than ever before in the larger history of the
world. The phenomenon of globalization—a central topic
of modern public conversation—has become an invita-
tion to historians to reconsider aspects of America’s more
distant past, where international forces also played an im-
portant role in the nation’s history. The internationaliza-
tion of the writing of American history is still in its in-
fancy, and there are many areas of our past that have not
yet been reconsidered in light of world events. Still, it is
not too early to consider some of the ways we might draw
new perspectives on our own past by looking at the his-
tories of other societies. And so one of the goals of this
new edition is to introduce some aspects of world history
into the history of the United States.

Another aspect of our own time that has affected our
understanding of the American past is the explosion of
modern science and technology, and the tremendous im-
pact of that explosion on many aspects of our society and
culture. But while the specific advances in science and
technology of our time may be new, the tremendous im-
pact of science and technology on the development of the
United States is not. Another goal of this new edition,
therefore, is to incorporate a great deal more history of sci-
ence and technology into the story of the American past.

Despite these and other changes, which are described
in detail in the section immediately following this preface,
I have tried to retain in this edition what I believe has long
been the principal strength of this book: a balanced pic-
ture of the American past that connects the newer histo-
ries of society and culture that have emerged in the last
several decades with the more traditional stories of poli-
tics, diplomacy, and great public events. The United States
is a nation of extraordinary diversity, and we cannot hope
to understand its history without understanding the ex-
periences of the many different groups and cultures that
have shaped it. But America is also a nation, whose people
share a common political system, a connection to a na-

o

tional economy, and a familiarity with a shared and, in
modern times, enormously powerful popular culture. To
understand the American past, therefore, it is necessary to
examine both the nation’s considerable diversity and the
powerful forces that have drawn it together and allowed
it to survive and flourish.

As always, I am grateful to many people for their help
in producing this new edition. I was particularly blessed
to have the help of several gifted research assistants—
James Delbourgo, Robert Lifset, Moshik Temkin, and Adri-
enne Sockwell—who contributed enormously to the
new material in this edition as well as to the revision of
existing sections. I appreciate the very helpful reviews of
this book submitted by a group of talented scholars and
teachers:

Joyce Appleby, University of California at Los
Angeles

Kathren Brown, Bowling Green State University
Edward Carroll, Heartland Community College
Vincent Clark, Jobnson County Community College
Charles L. Cohen, University of Wisconsin, Madison

Becky K. da Cruz, Ozarks Technical Community
College

Gregory E. Dowd, University of Notre Dame

Nancy Gabin, Purdue University

Mark Goldman, Tallabhassee Community College
Eliga Gould, University of New Hampshire

Marilyn Howard, Columbus State Community College
Richard R. Johnson, University of Washington

Juli Jones, St. Charles Community College

Michael Kassel, University of Michigan, Flint

Greg Kiser, Northwest Arkansas Community College
David Thomas Konig, Washington University
Michael Namorato, University of Mississippi

Melanie Perreault, University of Central Arkansas
Christiane Diehl Taylor, Eastern Kentucky University
Stephen Webre, Louisiana Tech University

Peter H. Wood, Duke University

I am grateful as well to the many people at McGraw-
Hill who worked so hard on this new edition: Lyn Uhl and
Kristen Mellitt, who patiently supervised the project from
Boston; Susan Trentacosti, who skillfully managed the pro-
duction of the book; Maria Victoria Paras, the careful and
talented copy editor; Jeremy Cheshareck, who adeptly
managed the illustrations; and Gino Cieslik, who is
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responsible for the attractive new design of the book. I
was fortunate, as well, to have the assistance of the gifted
photo researcher Debra Bull. My wife, Evangeline Mor-
phos, as always, helped me to consider new approaches
to the presentation of the past.

Finally, I am grateful to the students, teachers, and
other readers of this book who have sent me unsolicited,
but always welcome, comments, criticisms, and correc-
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tions. I hope they will continue to offer their reactions by
sending them to me in care of the Department of History,
Columbia University, New York, NY 10027; or by e-mail to
ab65@columbia.edu.

Alan Brinkley
Columbia University
New York, NY



