
S P E C I A L  P R O D U C T S

In Section 5.3 you learned the FOIL method to make multiplying binomials
simpler. In this section you will learn rules for squaring binomials and for find-
ing the product of a sum and a difference. These products are called special
products.

The Square of a Binomial

To compute (a � b)2, the square of a binomial, we can write it as (a � b)(a � b)
and use FOIL:

(a � b)2 � (a � b)(a � b)

� a2 � ab � ab � b2

� a2 � 2ab � b2

So to square a � b, we square the first term (a2), add twice the product of the two
terms (2ab), then add the square of the last term (b2). The square of a binomial
occurs so frequently that it is helpful to learn this new rule to find it. The rule for
squaring a sum is given symbolically as follows.

E X A M P L E  1 Using the rule for squaring a sum
Find the square of each sum.

a) (x � 3)2 b) (2a � 5)2

The Square of a Sum

(a � b)2 � a2 � 2ab � b2
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GET TING MORE INVOLVED

75. Exploration. Find the area of each of the four regions
shown in the figure. What is the total area of the four re-
gions? What does this exercise illustrate?
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76. Exploration. Find the area of each of the four regions
shown in the figure. What is the total area of the four
regions? What does this exercise illustrate?
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� The Square of a Binomial

� Product of a Sum and a
Difference

� Higher Powers of Binomials

� Applications to Area



Solution
a) (x � 3)2 � x2 � 2(x)(3) � 32 � x2 � 6x � 9

↑ ↑
Square ↑ Square

of Twice of
first the last

product

b) (2a � 5)2 � (2a)2 � 2(2a)(5) � 52

� 4a2 � 20a � 25 �

Do not forget the middle term when squaring a sum. The
equation (x � 3)2 � x2 � 6x � 9 is an identity, but (x � 3)2 � x2 � 9 is not an
identity. For example, if x � 1 in (x � 3)2 � x2 � 9, then we get 42 � 12 � 9,
which is false.

When we use FOIL to find (a � b)2, we see that

(a � b)2 � (a � b)(a � b)

� a2 � ab � ab � b2

� a2 � 2ab � b2.

So to square a � b, we square the first term (a2), subtract twice the product of the
two terms (�2ab), and add the square of the last term (b2). The rule for squaring a
difference is given symbolically as follows.

E X A M P L E  2 Using the rule for squaring a difference
Find the square of each difference.

a) (x � 4)2

b) (4b � 5y)2

Solution
a) (x � 4)2 � x2 � 2(x)(4) � 42

� x2 � 8x � 16

b) (4b � 5y)2 � (4b)2 � 2(4b)(5y) � (5y)2

� 16b2 � 40by � 25y2 �

Product of a Sum and a Difference

If we multiply the sum a � b and the difference a � b by using FOIL, we get

(a � b)(a � b) � a2 � ab � ab � b2

� a2 � b2.

The inner and outer products have a sum of 0. So the product of a sum and a differ-
ence of the same two terms is equal to the difference of two squares.

The Square of a Difference

(a � b)2 � a2 � 2ab � b2
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C A U T I O N

h e l p f u l h i n t

To visualize the square of a
sum, draw a square with sides
of length a � b as shown.

The area of the large square is
(a � b)2. It comes from four
terms as stated in the rule for
the square of a sum.
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h e l p f u l h i n t

Many students keep using
FOIL to find the square of a
sum or difference. However,
learning the new rules for
these special cases will pay off
in the future.
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E X A M P L E  3 Product of a sum and a difference
Find each product.

a) (x � 2)(x � 2) b) (b � 7)(b � 7) c) (3x � 5)(3x � 5)

Solution
a) (x � 2)(x � 2) � x2 � 4

b) (b � 7)(b � 7) � b2 � 49

c) (3x � 5)(3x � 5) � 9x2 � 25 �

Higher Powers of Binomials

To find a power of a binomial that is higher than 2, we can use the rule for squaring
a binomial along with the method of multiplying binomials using the distributive
property. Finding the second or higher power of a binomial is called expanding the
binomial because the result has more terms than the original.

E X A M P L E  4 Higher powers of a binomial
Expand each binomial.

a) (x � 4)3 b) (y � 2)4

Solution
a) (x � 4)3 � (x � 4)2(x � 4)

� (x2 � 8x � 16)(x � 4)

� (x2 � 8x � 16)x � (x2 � 8x � 16)4

� x3 � 8x2 � 16x � 4x2 � 32x � 64

� x3 � 12x2 � 48x � 64

b) (y � 2)4 � (y � 2)2(y � 2)2

� (y2 � 4y � 4)(y2 � 4y � 4)

� (y2 � 4y � 4)(y2) � (y2 � 4y � 4)(�4y) � (y2 � 4y � 4)(4)

� y4 � 4y3 � 4y2 � 4y3 � 16y2 � 16y � 4y2 � 16y � 16

� y4 � 8y3 � 24y2 � 32y � 16 �

Applications to Area

E X A M P L E  5 Area of a pizza
A pizza parlor saves money by making all of its round pizzas one inch smaller in ra-
dius than advertised. Write a trinomial for the actual area of a pizza with an adver-
tised radius of r inches.

Solution
A pizza advertised as r inches has an actual radius of r � 1 inches. The actual area
is �(r � 1)2:

�(r � 1)2 � �(r2 � 2r � 1) � �r 2 � 2�r � �.

So �r 2 � 2�r � � is a trinomial representing the actual area. �

The Product of a Sum and a Difference

(a � b)(a � b) � a2 � b2

s t u d y t i p

Correct answers often have
more than one form. If your
answer to an exercise doesn’t
agree with the one in the back
of this text, try to determine if
it is simply a different form of

the answer. For example, �
1
2

� x
and �

2
x

� look different but they
are equivalent expressions.
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Reading and Writing After reading this section, write out
the answers to these questions. Use complete sentences.
1. What are the special products?

2. What is the rule for squaring a sum?

3. Why do we need a new rule to find the square of a sum
when we already have FOIL?

4. What happens to the inner and outer products in the
product of a sum and a difference?

5. What is the rule for finding the product of a sum and a
difference?

6. How can you find higher powers of binomials?

Square each binomial. See Example 1.
7. (x � 1)2 8. (y � 2)2

9. (y � 4)2 10. (z � 3)2

11. (3x � 8)2 12. (2m � 7)2

13. (s � t)2 14. (x � z)2

15. (2x � y)2 16. (3t � v)2

17. (2t � 3h)2 18. (3z � 5k)2

Square each binomial. See Example 2.
19. (a � 3)2 20. (w � 4)2

21. (t � 1)2 22. (t � 6)2

23. (3t � 2)2 24. (5a � 6)2

25. (s � t)2 26. (r � w)2

27. (3a � b)2 28. (4w � 7)2

29. (3z � 5y)2 30. (2z � 3w)2

Find each product. See Example 3.
31. (a � 5)(a � 5) 32. (x � 6)(x � 6)

33. (y � 1)(y � 1) 34. (p � 2)(p � 2)

35. (3x � 8)(3x � 8) 36. (6x � 1)(6x � 1)

37. (r � s)(r � s) 38. (b � y)(b � y)

39. (8y � 3a)(8y � 3a) 40. (4u � 9v)(4u � 9v)

41. (5x2 � 2)(5x2 � 2) 42. (3y2 � 1)(3y2 � 1)

Expand each binomial. See Example 4.
43. (x � 1)3

44. (y � 1)3

45. (2a � 3)3

46. (3w � 1)3

True or false? Explain your answer.

1. (2 � 3)2 � 22 � 32

2. (x � 3)2 � x2 � 6x � 9 for any value of x.

3. (3 � 5)2 � 9 � 25 � 30

4. (2x � 7)2 � 4x2 � 28x � 49 for any value of x.

5. (y � 8)2 � y2 � 64 for any value of y.

6. The product of a sum and a difference of the same two terms is equal to
the difference of two squares.

7. (40 � 1)(40 � 1) � 1599

8. 49 � 51 � 2499

9. (x � 3)2 � x2 � 3x � 9 for any value of x.

10. The square of a sum is equal to a sum of two squares.
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