DEVELOPING WWW MATERIALS FOR EDUCATION

Fundamental Assumption: Learners retain about 20% of what they hear; 40% of what they see and hear; and 75% of what they see, hear, and do.

My Web Design Guide

1. Identify your audience and specify your design and site objectives. 

2. Design for the masses; target lower-end systems and browsers. 

3. Use a simple, easy-to-understand, intuitive, and consistent layout. 

4. Imply and create links without specifically labeling them in the text. 

5. For larger documents, allow the user to print or save the entire file. 

6. Do not let the total size of graphic images on a page surpass 50K. 

7. Duplicate navigational headers at the bottom of your web pages. 

8. Date stamp your pages, check your links, and keep your pages up-to-date. 

9. In "Resource" areas, describe what the user can expect when selecting a link. 

10. Do not use high-resolution graphics, movies, animations, or sound files unnecessarily. 

Determining an Educational Web's Effectiveness

An effective educational web is one that successfully educates those who use it:

1. Utility is different from usability. 

2. Capability is also not the same as usability. 

Usability determines effectiveness. It's five major facets include:

1. Learnability: easy to learn how to use; can't spend all the time on learning the medium 

2. Memorability: easy to remember how to use; simplicity, redundancy, consistency

3. Efficiency in Use: efficient to use; acknowledge the evolution of the web and its learners

4. Reliability in Use: reliable in use; predict and account for human error

5. User satisfaction: satisfying to users; make everything obvious

Several new trends emerging in regards to professionalism:

1. collaborative knowledge building (interdisciplinary, cross-cultural, intergenerational) 

2. globalization of knowledge transactions 

3. lifelong learning and multiple career tracks 

4. the entrepreneurial researcher 

5. distributed, global learning 

6. global accountability and accreditation 

Information technologies are facilitating these ongoing changes in the nature of professionalism.  The Internet and the World Wide Web provide new opportunities for collaborative knowledge building. This global information and communication space provides access to information in various kinds of forms (publications, people, places, events) and provides opportunities to asynchronously and synchronously interact with other people and with tools.  E-mail, discussion groups and web-based discussions provide an anonymity which can facilitate interdisciplinary, cross-cultural, and intergenerational discussion and collaboration.  The global nature of the Internet and World Wide Web support the expansion of global knowledge transfers and transactions.  The convenient, "on demand" learning that is available via the World Wide Web and Internet is highly regarded by busy professionals interested in continuing education and lifelong learning. The emergence of global learning communities, systems and institutions is necessitating a new level of global accountability and accreditation.  Finally, the open and democratic nature of the World Wide Web and Internet is proving most favorable to entrepreneurs in all areas, including research.  

