Using Computers in…Legal Career

To gather and organize the massive quantities of fact needed to prepare cases, lawyers are increasingly turning to information technology. In the past, lawyers requird the services of a personal secretary, several associates, and human messengers to help manage information overload and the transfer of documents among clients and adversaries. Today, however, a stroll through a firm’s corridors may reveal one secretary per several lawyers, and not a single associate or messenger. 

Computer hardware and software and the Internet are having a big impact on how lawyers get their work done. Case documents is routinely scanned into company databases, and interoffice communications and documents relating to ongoing and past casework are also maintained in database form. In short, most of a firm’s intelectual capital is now available online for easy retrieval. 

E-mail has proven to be a valuable tool for interoffice communications and for the transfer of documents. A pilot project is even underway in several Federal courts in New York to enable lawyers to submit electronic court filings to the judge. Also, the Internet in itself is proving to be an indispensable tool for performing legal research. Michael Barclay, a partner at Wilson Sonsini in Palo Alto, found evidence on the Internet that helped force a settlement in a patent infringement case against his client.
 With so much information now available on the Internet and in in-house databases, lawyers are able to perform much of their detective work without assistance.
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