
Imagine that students are exploring the project question “When do various insects ap-
pear on our playground?”A teacher might start this project by creating three columns on
the board: Know, Want to know, and Learned. The
teacher asks the students,“What do you know about in-
sects?”The teacher uncritically accepts the students’ an-
swers; she allows students to generate as many ideas as
possible. Some of the students’responses are not accurate,
but the teacher doesn’t try to correct them at this point.
Students might say,“Insects are dangerous,”“Insects come
from eggs,”and “Insects come out in the spring.” These re-
sponses inform the teacher that students need benchmark
lessons on insect characteristics, metamorphosis, insect
defense mechanisms, and seasons. The KWL chart the
teacher is creating so far looks like the one in Table 7.2.

Next, the teacher asks,“What do you want to know about the insects?” and records
responses. The teacher lets students brainstorm questions for the list. Students might gen-
erate questions like “How are insects born?” “What insects are dangerous?” and “Where
do insects live in the winter?” These questions help the teacher plan benchmark lessons
on metamorphosis and insect behavior. The chart now looks like the one in Table 7.3.

Portfolio Activity 7.3
DEVELOPING A CONCEPT MAP TO IDENTIFY
BENCHMARK LESSONS

Materials Needed:
• Pencil and paper (or a computer program like

Inspiration)

A. Imagine that you are teaching second grade and your
class is pursuing the driving question “How do we
take care of our class pets?” Follow the procedure for
developing a concept map to develop a map for this
project.

B. Brainstorm a list of concepts or use various resources
to identify concepts.

C. Order the concepts from the most inclusive (superordi-
nate) to the most specific (subordinate).

D. Show the relationships among the superordinate and
subordinate concepts. Make sure to include cross-links.

E. Show the concept map to a classmate. Discuss it. How
would you revamp your map based on your discussion?

F. Identify benchmark lessons that might be used to help
students learn important concepts or skills. How did
the concept map help you identify benchmark lessons?
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The actions of teachers are deeply influenced by their
understanding of and relationships with students (p. 29).

Table 7.2KWL CHART 1

Know Want to Know Learned

Insects are dangerous.
Insects come from eggs.
Insects come out in the spring.
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