
on “Can life exist on Mars?”As of this writing, some excellent, current pictures of Mars
that are available on the World Wide Web at the NASA site are not available elsewhere.

In Portfolio Activity 7.8, you will search for images on the Web.

Movies,Videos, and Educational Television

If a picture says more than a thousand words, then a video says more than a book.Al-
though videos certainly can be overused, when used judiciously, they provide numerous
beneficial educational experiences.

Teachers can use videos to set the context of a project, and they can use them to en-
hance the context. A teacher completing a project on air pollution could use a video to
show children the influence of acid rain on the environment. Time-lapsed photography
would give students the chance to watch the changes that occur on a rock as a result of
acid rain. Showing and discussing a video would help contextualize the project for stu-
dents.The Jasper Woodbury series developed by Vanderbilt University (Cognition and
Technology Group at Vanderbilt, 1992), the Scientist in Action series developed by Van-
derbilt University, and The Great Ocean Rescue (1992, 1994) and the Rainforest Re-

searchers (1996) developed by Tom Snyder productions are excellent examples of
video-based material available on compact disc that contextualizes an instructional unit.

Videos also enable children to experience phenomena that would be too dangerous
or costly to experience firsthand. Imagine that students are doing a project on weather
and exploring the driving question “What will it be like outside tomorrow?” Videos about
tornadoes can represent for children the power of this natural phenomenon without re-
quiring their actual involvement. Similarly, videos of earthquakes and volcanoes show
children the power of natural phenomena in a safe but dramatic manner.

Videos can also be used to raise issues or help pull together a number of issues raised
throughout a project. Imagine students are exploring the driving question “Why do we
need to recycle?”A number of excellent videos could be used in this project. One of the
best is the Dr.Seuss video The Lorax (Geisel & Geisel,1971),which raises a number of is-
sues regarding conservation and recycling in a style that both young and old children
(and adults) find entertaining. The Twentieth Earth Day Special produced by Time-
Warner also raises a number of conservation issues.

Portfolio Activity 7.8 FINDING IMAGES ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB

Materials Needed:
• A computer connected to the WWW

A. Complete a search of the World Wide Web to find
some educationally important images that would not
be available through other media. Topics that often
meet this criterion include
• Current news events.
• Recent scientific discoveries.

• Live information (such as minute-to-minute
weather maps or global atmospheric maps).

B. How can these images help students answer a driving
question?

C. Keep the addresses of interesting and important
websites in your portfolio.
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