
Developing good driving questions takes time and thought. Don’t worry if a good
question doesn’t pop into your mind immediately. Driving questions can always be
modified as project development progresses. As we discussed in Chapter 3, there are
many sources for driving questions:personal experiences, students’ interests and culture,
hobbies and personal interests, the newspaper or television, other teachers, textbooks
and other curriculum materials, and the World Wide Web.

Here are some initial examples of driving questions related to insects:

• What insects live on our playground? (The idea for this question came from a
fellow teacher.)

• What are the names of common insects? (The idea for this question came
from a commercial curriculum publisher.)

• How do insects grow and change? (The idea for this question came from a
school’s curriculum.)

• What insects did you see this morning on the way to school? (The idea for this
question came from personal experiences.)

• Where do insects go in the winter? (The idea for this question came from a
child.)

• Why are they spraying insecticide to kill gypsy moths? (The idea for this ques-
tion came from a news story reported in the local paper.)

Of these possible driving questions, the best for elementary students is most likely “What
insects live on our playground?”This question meets all of the features of a good driving
question (discussed in Chapter 3):

Portfolio Activity 11.1

IDENTIFYING CONCEPTS, SPECIFYING 
LEARNING PERFORMANCES, AND MATCHING 
TO CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES

Materials Needed:
• The curriculum objectives from a local school district
• A copy of the National Science Education Standards

(NRC, 1996)
• A copy of Benchmarks for Scientific Literacy (AAAS,

1993) and Atlas for Science Literacy (AAAS/NSTA,
2001)

A. Select a topic to teach to elementary or middle grade
students.

B. Consult the National Science Education Standards
(NRC, 1996), Atlas for Science Literacy (AAAS/NSTA,
2001), or Benchmarks for Scientific Literacy (AAAS,
1993) to identify the concepts related to this topic.

C. Consult the curriculum from a local school district to
find out what objectives need to be covered related
to this topic.
• Using this list, create a concept map.
• Using the concept map, specify learning

performances your students will accomplish.
• Match the concepts and learning performances to

the school’s curriculum objectives.

D. In your portfolio, file your concept map, your learning
performances, and your comparison of objectives. You
will be using them throughout this chapter.
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