
By exploring the Eisenhower National Clearinghouse for Mathematics and Science
Education, you can identify both commercial and noncommercial resources.This clear-
inghouse, funded by the U.S.Department of Education, serves to improve access to math-
ematics and science resources for teachers, students, and parents. The Clearinghouse
collects the most up-to-date materials and catalogs them. The materials can be accessed
with a database in CD-ROM, in print format, or on the Web. The Clearinghouse is a free
resource, and it can save you time. For more information, write to Eisenhower National
Clearinghouse for Mathematics and Science Education, Area 200, Research Center, 1314
Kinnear Road, Columbus, OH 43212-1194, call 1-800-621-5785, or visit their website.

Commercial Suppliers 
The National Science Teachers Association publishes an annual supplement to its journals
entitled NSTA Science Education Suppliers. This publication is packed with information
about commercial companies that sell equipment and supplies (such as microscopes,
slides,dissecting kits, tuning forks, and hand generators), software (such as CD-ROMs, and
computer disk programs), media (such as maps, games, and kits), curriculum programs
(such as FOSS and STC), and tradebooks (such as children’s literature).The publication in-
cludes addresses, telephone numbers,Web pages,and e-mail addresses of suppliers. It sum-
marizes the type of equipment carried by each company and categorizes it in a number of
ways such as by science subject and grade level. You can obtain this publication by either
subscribing to the NSTA journals (Science and Children, Science Scope, or Science

Teacher), contacting NSTA at the National Science Teachers Association, 1840 Wilson
Boulevard, Arlington,VA 22201-3000, or browsing the resource section on their website.

There is no shortage of ideas for teaching science. Teachers’ resource books are
packed with ideas for hands-on activities that make good benchmark lessons. Many in-
clude pages that can be duplicated for children.For example, teacher resource books such
as The Pillbug Project (Burnett, 1999) can be purchased online at the National Science
Teachers Association Web page.This book focuses on the study of the pillbug or sowbug
and crustaceans and provides a useful resource to contrast crustaceans with insects.

Noncommercial Suppliers 
Noncommercial suppliers include nonprofit groups such as the Audubon Society, busi-
nesses such as utility companies, and science parks such as Sea World. These types of
suppliers frequently distribute free or inexpensive materials. Most of these materials are

Portfolio Activity 11.8 SELECTING GOOD RESOURCES

Materials Needed:
• Table 11.2

A. Find resources that you might use for lesson ideas for
the project topic that you have been developing
throughout this chapter.

B. Using the criteria listed in Table 11.2, rate the quality
of the resources.

C. Record your rating in your portfolio.
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