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and talk with other teachers. Other technology tools, such as grade books, help teachers
increase their productivity.
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content from the chapter and key terms, take a chapter assessment, and link to the
chapter’s websites.

CHAPTER SUMMARY
Planning is a critical aspect of developing a project environment. This chapter focused
on several steps that teachers typically take to plan a project-based curriculum.

Throughout the chapter we developed an insect project.First,we identified concepts
and selected learning performances.We matched concepts and learning performances to
local, state, and national standards.We used concept mapping to organize the concepts.

Second, we discussed ways that teachers can develop a driving question, benchmark
lessons, investigations, assessments, and a calendar of activities. Because the process for
developing a project is iterative, we considered a model in which these steps operate in
a back-and-forth process.

Third, we examined some ways to locate commercial, noncommercial, household,
and community resources because resources are important in any project.

Fourth,we discussed the reasons for the natural support of curriculum integration in
a project-based environment. Once again, we used concept mapping as a planning tool
for integrating the curriculum.

Fifth, we discussed how technology tools can help facilitate planning.
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Portfolio Activity 11.12 DEVELOPING INTEGRATED CURRICULUM

Materials Needed:
• The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics

(2000) standards
• The National Research Center (1996) science standards
• The International Reading Association (1996) standards
• The National Council of Teachers of English (1996)

standards
• The National Council of Social Studies (1992) standards
• The AAAS/NSTA (2001) Atlas of Science Literacy

A. Compare and contrast the science concepts and skills
that need to be covered in the project you have been
developing throughout this chapter with important con-
tent in the NCTM, NRC, IRA, NCTE, and NCSS standards.

B. What reading, language arts, mathematics, and social
studies content might be covered in this project?

C. To the concept map you developed earlier add inte-
grated reading, language arts, social studies, and
mathematics content. You might also add art, music,
and drama content to your map.

D. Outline several lesson ideas that can be integrated with
mathematics, social studies, reading, and language arts.

E. File your revised concept map and lesson ideas in your
portfolio.
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