Talaro, Foundations in Microbiology, 4e

Ch 21  1

medical microfile

Reproductive Threats From Chlamydia

Chlamydia is one of the most prevalent of all sexually transmitted diseases. The official number of cases reported to the CDC is around 500,000 cases per year, but it probably exceeds that level by 10 times. The prevalence of this infection in young, sexually-active teenagers is as high as 20% in some regions. Medically and socioeconomically, its clinical significance now eclipses gonorrhea, herpes simplex 2, and syphilis. Far from being simple and non‑life‑threatening, chlamydial infections, even inapparent ones, have the potential for great harm. When infection ascends to the uterus, fallopian tubes, and peritoneum, the pelvic inflammatory disease can damage the interior of the reproductive organs and cause scar tissue to form. The result is that thousands of young women become sterilized every year, and often this process occurs inconspicuously. Equally serious complications are ectopic pregnancies and cervical infections that lead to prematurity and morbidity in the fetus. Other infections include chlamydial pneumonitis in neonates (30,000 cases per year) and eye disease.
The CDC outline of the status of chlamydia in the United States:

http://www.thebody.com/cdc/std_guidelines.html
Planned Parenthood provides answers to numerous questions about chlamydia; its transfer and treatment:

http://www.plannedparenthood.org/sti/chlamydia.htm
