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Medical microfile

The Dangers Of Monkey Herpesvirus
Although herpesviruses tend to cause mild infection in their natural mammalian hosts, interspecies infection can be quite severe and even lethal. A herpesvirus called Cercopithecine herpesvirus 1 (formerly Herpesvirus simiae "B virus"), common among macaque monkeys, produces a localized herpes simplex – like infection in these primates. Macaques are popular subjects for biomedical research and are maintained in laboratories worldwide, so a potential exists for transmission of the virus to humans. Most of the verified human infections have been traced to animal bites or scratches in laboratory workers, although pet monkeys have accounted for a number of cases. Human infection can give rise to a severe neurological disease that is fatal in about 75% of cases. Persons who routinely handle these monkeys must take extreme precautions to avoid contact with them or with their secretions. Because monkeys carry these viruses orally and are natural “biters,” they are considered very inappropriate pets, especially for children.
The University of Florida provides guidelines for anyone handling monkeys:

http://www.ehs.ufl.edu/Bio/monkeyb.htm
A CDC report on two cases of Herpesvirus simiae  in lab workers in Kalamazoo, Michigan;

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/00001417.htm
