Chapter 11: Nonfiction Books

CHAPTER SUMMARY AND OUTLINE
Nonfiction books have a special role in children’s lives. These books can cross age levels, using illustrations to focus interest and clarify text information, thereby providing powerful motivation to read. Currently, nonfiction books are being produced in increased numbers, variety, and quality. A new focus on the very young has provided an abundance of attractive nonfiction books in many formats. Other developments include reliance on illustrations, use of sophisticated photography and unconventional formats, borrowing techniques from fiction, and the appearance of more books on specialized topics. Nonfiction books are finally being recognized for their quality; for example, the Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction for Children was established in 1990.

Special criteria are needed for evaluating these books, but the books need to be regarded with emotion as well as rationality. Each of the following is a criterion that can be subdivided into several sections for careful study of the book: accuracy and authenticity, content and perspective, style, organization, illustrations, and format. Guidelines for evaluating nonfiction books have been developed.

There are several types of nonfiction books, each of which has distinguishing features: concept books, nonfiction picture books, photographic essays, identification books, life-cycle books, experiment and activity books, documents and journals, survey books, specialized books, craft, and how-to books.

Classroom use of nonfiction books need not be confined to one single area of study. Many nonfiction books can be extended to subject areas of language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, and the arts. Use of books in these areas can replace or supplement textbooks, can aid the development of critical thinking and reading, can provide guides for children’s reporting, and can be the basis for studies. Teachers can use standard general references and specialized sources for selecting books for the classroom. The integration of fact and fiction books for classroom study provides a challenging and satisfying way of teaching.

I. TRENDS IN NONFICTION BOOKS

A. Increased Quantity and Quality

B. A Focus on the Very Young

C. The Growing Importance of Illustration

D. Unconventional Formats and Approaches

E. Specialized Topics

F. Recognition and Awards

II. CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING NONFICTION BOOKS

A. Accuracy and Authenticity

1. The Author’s Qualifications

2. Factual Accuracy

3. Being Up-to-Date

4. Inclusion of All the Significant Facts

5. Avoiding Stereotypes

6. Using Facts to Support Generalizations

7. Making the Distinction between Fact and Theory

8. Avoiding Anthropomorphism

B. Content and Perspective

1. Purpose

2. Intended Audience

3. Adequate Coverage

4. Demonstration of Scientific Method

5. Interrelationships and Implications

C. Style

1. Clarity and Directness

2. Level of Difficulty

3. Reader Involvement

4. Vivid Language

D. Organization

1. Structure

2. Reference Aids

E. Illustrations and Format

1. Clarification and Extension of Text

2. Suitability of Media

3. Captions

4. Format

III. TYPES OF NONFICTION BOOKS

A. Concept Books

B. Nonfiction Picture Books

C. Photographic Essays

D. Identification Books

E. Life-Cycle Books

F. Experiment and Activity Books

G. Documents and Journals

H. Survey Books

I. Specialized Books

J. Craft and How-to Books

IV. USING LITERATURE ACROSS THE CURRICULUM

A. Nonfiction Books in the Classroom

B. Integrating Fact and Fiction

ASSISTING STUDENT LEARNING

INTRODUCTION

· Review the informal outline to organize your reading for the chapter.

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING NONFICTION BOOKS

· Identify five recent trends in the publishing of nonfiction books for today’s child.

· Find ways that you could check the eight different criteria that determine the accuracy and authenticity of a nonfiction book.

· Learn the five points that relate to judging the content and perspective of a nonfiction book.

· Note the elements of the scientific method that are appropriate for use with nonfiction books.

· Be able to point out elements of style that are important for evaluating nonfiction books.

· Specify points of structure and reference aids that are helpful to children as they read for information.

· Learn the points about illustrations and format that distinguish a quality nonfiction book.

· Be able to apply the “Guidelines for Evaluating Nonfiction Books.”

TYPES OF NONFICTION BOOKS

· Find characteristics that distinguish these features: concept books, nonfiction picture storybooks, photographic essays, identification books, life-cycle books, experiment and activity books, documents and journals, survey books, specialized books, craft and how-to books.

· Learn the various types of experiment books.

USING LITERATURE ACROSS THE CURRICULUM

· Find the points that enable nonfiction trade books to be most useful as content resources in the classroom.

· Determine how trade books can be used to develop critical thinking.

· Explain how trade books can suggest areas of study.

CHOOSING NONFICTION BOOKS FOR THE CLASSROOM

· Name some specific reference sources for finding out about new nonfiction books.

· Learn the common purposes and functions of nonfiction trade books in the classroom.

· Determine ways in which fact and fiction books can be integrated in the classroom.
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ORGANIZING THE TEXTUAL MATERIAL
COMBINING WITH OTHER CHAPTERS

The bulk of this chapter must stand on its own. It would be appropriate to add the portion from Chapter 4 on concept books and Chapter 12 on biography to this chapter. If it is necessary to cut from this section, the portion on “Using Literature across the Curriculum” could be added to Chapter 13.

PLANNING FOR SPECIFIC AUDIENCES

Undergraduate elementary education majors need to give special attention to this chapter. They should become acquainted with specific books and learn the educational theory central to the practice of using literature across the curriculum. Graduate students who are currently teaching may need to be convinced about the latter. Administrators and curriculum specialists also need to be shown the value of using trade books across the curriculum. English majors will benefit from attention given to the quality of writing in nonfiction books. School media specialists need to develop facility in evaluating nonfiction books.

INTRODUCING THE CHAPTER

Begin this nonfiction book chapter by reading Pam Munoz Ryan’s When Marian Sang: The True Recital of Marian Anderson: The Voice of a Century (Scholastic, 2002), the Orbis Pictus Award winner for 2003.

A poem that appropriately fits this chapter is “Galapagos Turtle” by Alice Schertle in her collection, Advice for a Frog, illustrated by Norman Green (Lothrop, 1995).

TEACHING WITH THE TEXTBOOK

1. COMPARING ILLUSTRATIONS IN NONFICTION BOOKS

One of the trends in informational books is the increased use of illustrations, especially photography. This particular medium is highly advantageous for illustrating informational books. Collect pairs of books on the same topic, one illustrated with photographs and the other illustrated in another medium. Have students work in groups and contrast pairs of books. Direct them to develop questions about the effectiveness of the illustrations based on the textbooks and then evaluate each book using their questions. Share the results in the large group.

PAIRS OF BOOKS ON THE SAME TOPICS

Pair 1

Maestro, Betsy. How Do Apples Grow? Illustrated by Guillo Maestro. HarperCollins, 1992.

Micucci, Charles. The Life and Times of the Apple. Orchard, 1992.

Pair 2

Simon, Seymour. Wolves. HarperCollins, 1993.

London, Jonathon. Red Wolf Country. Illustrated by Daniel San Souci. Dutton, 1996.

Pair 3

Titherington, Jeanne. Pumpkin, Pumpkin. Morrow, 1986.

King, Elizabeth. The Pumpkin Patch. Dutton, 1990.

Pair 4

Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw. Places of Refuge: Our National Wildlife Refuge System. Photographs by William Munoz. Clarion, 1992.

Irvine, Georgeanne. Protecting Endangered Species at the San Diego Zoo. Simon and Schuster, 1990.

Pair 5

Parker, Nancy Winslow, and Joan Richards Wright. Frogs, Toads, Lizards, and Salamanders. Greenwillow, 1990.

Johnston, Ginny, and Judy Cutchins. Slippery Babies. William Morrow, 1991.

Pair 6

Shire, Donald R. Apes and Monkeys. Illustrated by Lisa Bonforte. Doubleday, 1991.

Arnold, Caroline. Monkey. Photographs by Richard Hewitt. Morrow, 1993.

Pair 7

Esbensen, Barbara. Great Northern Diver: The Loon. Illustrated by Mary Barrett Brown. Little, Brown, 1990.

Hirschi, Ron. Loon Lake. Photographs by Daniel J. Cox. Cobblehill, 1991.

Pair 8

Gibbons, Gail. Whales. Holiday House, 1991.

Simon, Seymour. Whales. HarperCollins, 1989.

Pair 9

Markle, Sandra. Outside and Inside Snakes. Macmillan, 1995.

Simon, Seymour. Snakes. HarperCollins, 1992.

Pair 10

Dudley , Karen. Alligators and Crocodiles. Raintree, 1998.

Simon, Seymour. Crocodiles and Alligators. HarperCollins, 1999.

Pair 11

Gibbons, Gail. Soaring with the Wind: The Bald Eagle. Morrow, 1998.

Dudley , Karen. Bald Eagles. Raintree, 1997.

Pair 12

Lerner, Gail. Butterflies in the Garden. HarperCollins, 2002.

Zemlicka, Shannon. From Egg to Butterfly. Lerner, 2002.

Pair 13

Froman, Nan. What’s That Bug? Illustrated by Julian Mulock. Little Brown, 2001.

Bernard, Robin. Insects. National Geographic, 2001.

2. CUBING AS A WAY OF EXPLORING A NONFICTION TOPIC

Cubing is an informal writing strategy that can be used to encourage students to explore a topic from several dimensions. It involves choosing a topic, examining it from six different sides, and writing informally about each side of the cube. The six dimensions are:

Describe


(Colors, shapes, sizes)

Compare


(What is it similar to or different from?)

Associate


(What does it make you think of)

Analyze


(Tell how it’s made or what it’s composed of)

Apply



(What can you do with it? How is it used?)

Argue for or Against It
(Take a stand; list reasons for supporting it)

Writers should move quickly, spending only 5 to 10 minutes on each side of the cube. They can brainstorm words, free write, or take notes about each side on the cubing paper. This concept of cubing as a writing activity was developed for elementary students in Language Arts: Content and Teaching Strategies by Gail E. Tompkins (Prentice Hall, 1998). In an elementary classroom, this can be used as a prewriting activity after students have been introduced to a thematic unit topic but have not yet done much research. It can be done in small groups and written on the sides of a posterboard cube, which can then be taped together. For elementary students, each group could write one side of the cube until they have gained some experience.

In the college classroom, have each group choose a nonfiction book, examine it, and collaborate to write the six sides of the cube. The sides can be taped together and shared. A cube-shaped box can also be used as a base with the paper glued or taped on.

RECENT NONFICTION FOR A CUBING ACTIVITY

Ancona, George. Harvest. Marshall Cavendish, 2001.

Arnosky, Jim. All about Turtles. Scholastic, 2000.

Bial, Raymond. One Room School. Houghton Mifflin, 1999.

Branley. Franklyn M. The International Space Station. Illustrated by True Kelley. Harper Collins, 2000.

Curlee, Lynn. The Brooklyn Bridge. Atheneum, 2001.

Deem. James M. Bodies from the Bog. Houghton Mifflin, 1998.

Fritz, Jean. Leonardo’s Horse. Illustrated by Hudson Talbot. Penguin Putnam, 2001.

Gherman, Beverly. Ansel Adams: America’s Photographer. Little Brown, 2002.

Hoyt Goldsmith, Diane. Lacrosse: The National Game of the Iroquois. Photographs by Lawrence Migdale. Holiday, 1998.

Kurlansky, Mark. The Cod’s Tale. Illustrated by S. D. Schindler. Penguin Putnam, 2001.

Old, Wendy C. To Fly: The Story of the Wright Brothers. Illustrated by Robert Andrew Parker. Clarion, 2002.

Onyefulu, Ifeoma. Ogbu: Sharing Life in an African Village. Gulliver/Harcourt Brace, 1996.

Simon, Seymour. Bones. Morrow, 1998.

3. PRESENTING INFORMATION IN AN ABC BOOK

Collect ABC books that present information to readers at various age levels. Have students choose a topic to present in this way. Working in groups, direct them to brainstorm information for each letter of the alphabet and ideas for an innovative cover or format for the ABC book. One talented collegiate created an ABC book of colonial life made into a hornbook with pages fastened by rings to a wooden back in hornbook shape.

Alternatively, the class could select a topic in advance and bring in nonfiction books on this topic. Then, working in groups, students could make pages for the different letters and assemble a class book. This would parallel a similar activity in the elementary classroom.

ABC BOOKS THAT PRESENT INFORMATION

Arnold, Tim. Natural History from A to Z. Margaret C. McElderry, 1991.

Bannatyne-Cugnat, Jo. A Prairie Alphabet. Illustrated by Yevette Moore. Tundra, 1992.

Bowen, Betsy. Antler, Bear, Canoe. Joy Street, 1991.

Darling, Kathy. Amazon ABC. Illustrated by Tara Darling. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1996.

Chester, Jonathan. The Young Adventurer’s Guide to Everest: From Avalanche to Zopiko. Tricycle, 2002.

Christiansen, Bonnie. An Edible Alphabet. Illustrated by Bonnie Christiansen. Dial, 1994.

Chin-Lee, Cynthia, and Terri de la Pena. A is for the Americas. Orchard, 1999.

Ehlert, Lois. Eating the Alphabet. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1989.

Jonas, Ann. Aardyarks Disembark! Greenwillow, 1989.

Mayers, Florence Cassen. ABC: Musical Instruments from the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Harry Abrams, 1988.

McCurdy, Michael. The Sailor’s Alphabet. Houghton Mifflin, 1998.

Mullins, Patricia. V is for Vanishing: an Alphabet of Endangered Animals. HarperCollins, 1993.

Musgrove, Margaret. Ashanti to Zulu: African Traditions. Illustrated by Leo and Diane Dillon. Dial, 1976.

Onyefulu, Ifeoma. A Is for Africa. Cobblehill, 1993.

Owens, Mary Beth. A Caribou Alphabet. Dog Ear, 1988.

Paul, Ann Whitford. Eight Hands Round: A Patchwork Alphabet. Illustrated by Jeanette Winter. HarperCollins, 1991.

Ryden, Hope. ABC of Crawlers and Flyers. Clarion, 1996.

Schwartz, David. G is for Googol: A Math Alphabet Book. Illustrated by Marissa Moss. Tricycle, 1998.

Stutson, Caroline. Prairie Primer A to Z. Illustrated by Susan Condie Lamb. Dutton, 1996.

Tapahonso, Luci, and Eleanor Shick. Navajo ABC: A Dine Alphabet Book. Illustrated by Eleanor Schick. Little, Brown, 1995.

Thornhill, Jan. The Wildlife A B C: Nature Alphabet. Simon and Schuster, 1988.

Wells, Ruth, and Yoshi Wells. A to Zen: A Book of Japanese Culture. Picture Book Studio, 1992.

Yorinks, Arthur. The Alphabet Atlas. Illustrated by Adrienne Yorinks and Jean-Yee Wong. Winslow, 1999.

4. CONDUCTING FACT-FINDING SURVEYS

Give undergraduate elementary education students an opportunity to participate in an activity that can be adapted for elementary children.

Pre-Class Assignment: Have students read a nonfiction book about a topic of interest to them. Ask them to select certain facets of the topic that children could explore in depth.

In-Class Activity: Group students in clusters of four to six. Have them share their books and relate the particular topics they chose.

Talk with the entire class about the need for helping children deal with factual information. One technique is to teach children how to take surveys and graphically present the information. Give an example by developing a question that goes beyond a yes or no answer. For example, instead of asking members of the group, “Do you have a pet?” ask how many and what kind of pets they have. Make a list of the information gleaned. Develop a chart that graphically portrays this information.

Have students use the topic they chose and evolve a question that will work well for the survey. Invite them to test the question with members of their cluster to see if the answers will glean interesting information. Sometimes questions need to be revised several times. Instruct students to take the survey, limiting the number surveyed according to your time constraints. Supply the group with construction paper or posterboard, rulers, and marking pens. Have a dictionary, scissors, and tape on hand for the inevitable errors that occur during the graph making. Encourage creative ways of portraying the information. When students finish, ask them to mount the completed charts on a class bulletin board, making a caption to explain the project.

Reflecting on Methodology: Discuss the use of survey techniques and picture graphs. Have students consider how much this method could be adapted to various curricular areas. What are the values of the method? How does this fit into the child’s learning process?

5. INTEGRATING BOOKS ACROSS THE CURRICULUM

Use the chart “Resources for Teaching: Fact and Fiction: Books to Use Together”, on pages 554–555 of the textbook, to start students on developing activities that will integrate the curriculum. Bring the books to class and have students organize into small groups according to the set of books they select. Have a long strip of construction paper mounted on the bulletin board with brackets marking off the various curricular areas. It might look like this:

Book Theme: EGGS

	Title (Author)
	Language Arts
	Social Studies
	Science & Math
	The Arts

	Chickens Aren’t the Only Ones (Heller)

A Nestful of Eggs (Jenkins)

A Chick Hatches (Cole)

The Talking Eggs (San Souci)

Just Plain Fancy (Polacco)

Egg (Burton)

Chicken Man (Edwards)

Hilda Hen’s Search (Wormell)

The Extraordinary Egg (Lionni)

When Chickens Grow Teeth (Mauppasant)

Cock-a-Doodle-Doo! (Stevens)

Big Fat Hen (Baker)

Daniel’s Mystery Egg (Ada)

From Chick to Chicken (Powell)


	
	
	
	


Extend the chart to include all the topics you use. Ask students to read the books and develop activities for the varying curricular areas. Urge them to develop the ideas fully rather than just jot down brainstormed ideas. Give them 5 x 8 cards to write out well-conceived lesson ideas. Post these cards on the chart in the appropriate categories.

Reflecting on Methodology: Talk over this method of planning, which moves from the topic to the curricular area rather than the reverse. What are the potential problems if this technique is used frequently? How can the problems be avoided? Discuss the value of using literature across the curriculum and integrating all subject areas through one theme.

BOOK CART BOOKS

Give students an opportunity to examine colorful nonfiction books written from many perspectives about the endangered earth. Load your book cart with volumes about environmental issues from managing manatees to saving the sky. Have students note the innovative use of photographs in Patricia Lauber’s Seeing Earth from Space and the fine writing of Jim Brandenburg’s To the Top of the World: Adventures with Arctic Wolves.
ANIMAL, VEGETABLE, AND MINERAL: THE ENVIRONMENTAL PUZZLE

Ancona, George. Riverkeeper. Macmillan, 1990. Gr. 3–6.

Ancona, George. Turtle Watch. Macmillan, 1987. Gr. 2​–4.

Anderson, Joan. Earth Keepers. Photographs by George Ancona. Gulliver, 1993. 
Gr. 4–6.

Appelbaum, Diana. Giants in the Land. Illustrated by Michael McCurdy. Houghton Mifflin, 1993. Gr. 4–6.

Baines, John D. Acid Rain. Steck-Vaugim, 1989. Gr. 4–6.

Bash, Barbara. Ancient Ones: The World of the Old Growth Firs. Sierra Club, 1994. Gr. K–4.

Bierhorst, John. The Way of the Earth: Native America and the Environment. Morrow, 1994. Gr. 7+.

Brandenburg, Jim. To the Top of the World: Adventures with Arctic Wolves. Walker, 1993. Gr. 4–6.

Bramwell, Martyn. Food Watch. DK Publishing, 2001. Gr. 4–6.

Bright, Michael. Elephants. Franklin Watts, 1990. Gr. 5+.

Bright, Michael. Koalas. Franklin Watts, 1990. Gr. 4–7.

Castner, James L. Rainforest Researchers. Benchmark Books/Marshall Cavendish, 2001.

Cole, Henry. I Took a Walk. Greenwillow, 1999. Gr. K–2.

Collard, Sneed B. The Forest in the Clouds. Illustrated by Michael Rothman. Charlesbridge, 2000. Gr. K–3.

Cone, Molly. Come Back, Salmon. Photographs by Sidnee Wheelwright. Little, Brown, 1992. Gr. 4–6.

Darling, Kathy. Manatee on Location. Illustrated by Tara Darling. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1991. Gr. 4–6.

Dolan, Edward F. Our Poisoned Sky. Dutton, 1991. Gr. 5+.

Dunphy, Madeleine. Here Is the Coral Reef. Illustrated by Tom Leonard. Hyperion, 1999. Gr. K–3

Ekey, Robert. Fire! In Yellowstone. Gareth Stevens, 1990. Gr. 1–4.

Facklam, Margery. And Then There Was One: The Mysteries of Extinction. Illustrated by Pamela Johnson. Little, Brown, 1990. Gr. 4–6.

Fleischman, Paul. Townsend’s Warbler. HarperCollins, 1992. Gr. 5+.

Force, Eden. John Muir. Silver Burdette, 1990. Gr. 5+.

Garland, Sherry. The Summer Sands. Illustrated by Robert Lee. Gulliver, 1995. 
Gr. K–4.

George, Jean Craighead. Everglades. Illustrated by Wendell Minor. HarperCollins, 1995. Gr. K–4.

Hadingham, Evan and Janet. Garbage! Where It Comes From, Where It Goes. Simon & Schuster, 1990. Gr. 5+.

Gibbons, Gail. Marshes and Swamps. Holiday House, 1999. Gr. K–3.

Goodall, Jane. The Chimpanzees I Love: Saving Their World and Ours. Scholastic, 2001. Gr. K–3.

Harlan, Judith. Sounding the Alarm: A Biography of Rachel Carson. Dillon Press, 1989. Gr. 5+.

Johnson, Rebecca L. Greenhouse Effect: Life on a Warmer Planet. Lemer, 1990. 
Gr. 5+.

Krull, Kathleen. It’s My Earth, Too. How Can I Help the Earth Stay Alive? Illustrated by Melanie Hope Greenberg. Doubleday, 1992. Gr. K–4.

Landau, Elaine. Tropical Rain Forests around the World. Franklin Watts, 1990. 
Gr. 4–6.

Lasky, Kathryn. Interrupted Journey: Saving Endangered Sea Turtles. Photographs by Christopher G. Knight. Candlewick, 2001. Gr. 4–6.

Lauber, Patricia. Seeing Earth from Space. Orchard, 1990. Gr. 5+.

Lepthien, Emilie U. Buffalo. Children’s Press, 1989. Gr. 2–4.

Lewin, Ted and Betsy. Elephant Quest. HarperCollins, 2000. Gr. K–3.

Mallory, Kenneth. A Home by the Sea: Protecting Coastal Wildlife. Gulliver/Harcourt Brace, 1999. Gr. 4–6.

Maze, Stephanie. I Want to Be an Environmentalist. Harcourt, 2001. Gr. 4–6.

McClung, Robert M. Lost Wild America: The Story of Our Extinct and Vanishing Wildlife. Linnet, 1994. Gr. 5+.

Miller, Christina G., and Louise A. Berry. Coastal Rescue: Preserving Our Seashores. Atheneum, 1989. Gr. 5+.

Norsgaard, E. J. Nature’s Great Balancing Act: In Our Backyard. Illustrated by Campbell Norsgaard. Cobblehill, 1990. Gr. 4–6.

Paladino, Catherine. Our Vanishing Farm Animals: Saving America’s Rare Breeds. Little, Brown, 1991. Gr. 5+.

Parker, John. Waste, Recycling, and Re-use. Raintree, 1998. Gr. 4–6.

Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw. Children Save the Rain Forest. Photographs by Dan L. Perhnan. Cobblehill, 1996. Gr. 2–6.

Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw. Where the Wild Horses Roam. Illustrated by William Munoz. Clarion, 1989. Gr. 4–6.

Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw. Wild Turkey, Tame Turkey. Illustrated by William Munoz. Clarion, 1989. Gr. 4–6.

Pringle, Laurence. Taking Care of the Earth: Kids in Action. Illustrated by Bobbie Morris. Boyds Mills, 1997. Gr. 4–6.

Pringle, Laurence P. Throwing Things Away: From Midden to Resource Recovery. Crowell, 1986. Gr. 4–6.

Redmond, Ian. The Elephant Book: For the Elefriends Campaign. Candlewick, 2001. Gr. K–3.

Rose, Deborah Lee. People Who Hugged the Trees. Illustrated by Birgitta Saflund. Roberts Rinehart, 1990. Gr. 1–4.

Shetterly, Susan Hand. Shelterwood. Illustrated by Rebecca Haley McCall. Tilbury House, 1999. Illustrated by Gr. 2–5.

Singer, Marilyn. Tough Beginnings: How Baby Animals Survive. Illustrated by Ann Vojtech. Henry Holt, 2001. Gr. K–3.

Smith, Roland. Sea Otter Rescue: The Aftermath of an Oil Spill. Cobblehill, 1990. 
Gr. 5+.

Tagliaferro, Linda. Galapagos Islands: Nature’s Delicate Balance at Risk. Lerner, 2001. Gr. 4+.

Thomas, Peggy. Marine Mammal Preservation. Twenty-First Century Books/ Millbrook Press, 2000. Gr. 4–6.

Wallace, Karen. Gentle Giant Octopus. Illustrated by Mike Bostock. Candlewick, 1999. Gr. K–3.

Whitfield, Philip J. Can the Whales Be Saved? Viking Kestrel, 1989. Gr. 4–6.

Wright-Frierson, Virginia. An Island Scrapbook: Dawn to Dusk on a Barrier Island. Simon & Schuster, 1999. Gr. 2–6.

EXTENDING LEARNING THROUGH AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS

At the Tomb of Tutankhamen

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/egypt/index.html
One of many excellent sites to be found at the National Geographic Society, this site invites viewers back to the opening of the tomb with correspondent Maynard Owen Williams. A 1999 ALA Notable Children’s Web site.

Cathedral. PBS Video, 1987. Videocassette. 

Live-action and animated sequences are used in this visually expanded adaptation of David Macaulay’s handsomely illustrated book on the construction of a fictional medieval French cathedral. A 1988 ALA Notable Video for Children.

Check It Out! The Book about Libraries. Listening Library, n.d. Filmstrip and audiocassette. 

Based on the book by Gail Gibbons, this filmstrip set explains everything one needs to know about using the library.

Good Conversation! A Talk with Jean Craighead George. Tim Podell Productions, 1989. Videocassette. 26 min. 

A tour of her artifact-packed home is part of the lure of this interview with the naturalist award-winning author.

The Digital Fieldtrip to the Rain Forest. Digital Frog International, 1997. CD-ROM. 

Viewers explore a Rainforest preserve in Belize learning about plants and animals, other rainforests and the biodiversity of the rainforest. A 1998 ALA Notable Children’s Computer Software.

Information Books. University of South Carolina, n.d. Videocassette, VHS. 30 min. Color. 

Discusses information books of many types: concept, biography, how-to. Part of the Jump Over the Moon Series.

The New Way Things Work. David Macaulay. DK Multimedia, 1998. CD-ROM. 

Based on David Macaulay’s book of the same name, this exploration of physics beautifully lends itself to the interactive CD-ROM format as viewers explore the inner workings of everyday objects.

Nine Planets: An Interactive Tour of the Solar System

http://seds.lpl.arizona.edu/nineplanets/nineplanets.html

A 1998 ALA Notable Children’s Web site, this interactive site provides stunning photos and information about our solar system.

Non-Fiction for Children: The Symposium. Tim Podell Productions, 1991. Videocassette. 26 min. 

Michael Burch, Ann McGovern, Maxine Rosenberg, and others discuss nonfiction writing with moderator Lee Bennett Hopkins.

Where the Forest Meets the Sea. Films, Inc., 1989. Videocassette. 7 min. 

An Australian rain forest is the setting for this environmental essay. The mixed-media animated film features artwork by author-illustrator Jeannie Baker. A 1990 ALA Notable Children’s Video.

Waiting for Wings. Weston Woods, 2002. 7 min. Ages 2-6.

Bright vibrant colors celebrate the life cycle of a butterfly in this animated adaptation of Lois Ehlert’s award-winning book. The single poem sung by Crystal Taliefero recreates the joy of butterflies flying.

NatureWorks. Environmental Media, 2001. 4 hours. Ages 8-14.

Using an entertaining and informative style, sixteen 15-minute programs explore concepts for understanding ecology and environmental issues.

Korea: Yu Sings Pansori. New Dimension Media, Inc, 2000. 7 minutes. VHS

Yu, a six-and-one-half-year-old boy, provides a fascinating look at Korean opera known as Pansori.

WEB LINKS LISTED IN STUDENT STUDY GUIDE

Go to www.mhhe.com/huck8e, Chapter 11, to link to these sites.

Nonfiction for Children and Young Adults.

This Internet School Library Media Center page has links to essays about nonfiction: Non-fiction, What is It?; Nonfiction Selection Aids; Nonfiction Authors; Nonfiction Awards; Nonfiction Selection Criteria.

NCTE News: Orbis Pictus Award Winners

This is a National Council of Teachers of English site lists the Orbis Pictus Award winning book, honor books, and other recommended titles.

Children’s Classics: Nonfiction.

This a Horn Book listing of classic children’s nonfiction titles.

The Hornbook and Beyond: A Survey of Nonfiction and Reference Resources for Children.

A comprehensive resource developed as part of a graduate study project designed for “students of library and information science, teachers and librarians of students in kindergarten through middle school, and anyone devoted to or interested in the area of nonfiction and reference resources for children.”

The American Library Association’s General Listing of Recommended Sites.

A webliography of best sites for children.

At the Tomb of Tutankhamen

One of many excellent sites to be found at by the National Geographic Society, this site invites viewers back to the opening of the tomb with correspondent, Maynard Owen Williams. A 1999 ALA Notable Children’s Web site.

Nine Planets: An Interactive Tour of the Solar System.

A 1998 ALA Notable Children’s Web site, this interactive site provides stunning photos and information about our solar system.
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