CHAPTER 4: MAKING GENERALIZATIONS
Directions:  Main ideas are general statements that are based on details. Below are sets (groups) of details. For each set, write a generalization that “sums up” the set of details. Your sentence will be a conclusion that is based on all of the details in the set, but that does not go too far beyond the scope of the details. Your sentence may contain words that do not appear in any of the sentences in the set.

Example

Details:    
Dogs are loyal.






Dogs can help protect you.






Dogs make fun pets.

Generalization:      There are many good things about dogs.

Set 1

Lexie made an A in English last semester.

She made an A in sociology.

She also made an A in history.

Generalization:











Set 2

Tam plays the piano.

He plays the guitar.

He plays the drums.

Generalization:











Set 3

Lucinda sings well. 

She plays the violin.

She plays the piano.

Generalization:











Set 4

Playing tennis burns calories.

Jogging burns calories.

Bicycling burns calories.

Generalization:











Set 5

Jesse puts his aluminum cans in a recycling container.

He recycles plastic bottles.

Once a month he drops off his old newspapers at a local recycling plant.

Generalization:











Set 6

Waldo likes downhill skiing on the most demanding slopes.

He likes to rock climb steep mountains.

He is eager to try parasailing.

Generalization:











Set 7

George does not like broccoli.

He does not care for asparagus.

He refuses to eat okra.

Generalization:











Set 8

My sister likes to watch soap operas on TV.

She also likes reality shows.

Watching MTV is another favorite activity of hers.

Generalization:











Set 9

Cell phones are a great convenience.

They also come in handy when you are driving and need to call for directions.

Furthermore, they can save lives in an emergency situation.

Generalization:











Set 10

Mrs. Jones’ favorite holiday is Thanksgiving.

Mr. Jones likes Independence Day the best.

Of course, Christmas is the holiday that their son loves the most.

Generalization:












