
CHAPTER 8: MAKING INFERENCES
Directions: Respond to the following items by making logical inferences.
1. When the doorbell rang, Linda ran and hid in a closet.

   Give at least two logical explanations for Linda’s behavior. In other words, make two logical inferences.

· Linda is afraid of whoever is at the door.








· Linda does not want the person at the door to know that she is at home.




· Linda is a child home alone who has been told not to open the door.





· Linda did not lock the door and knows that her pushy neighbor might come in.



· Linda is dodging creditors or someone who wants to serve her with legal papers.



· Linda does not want a door-to-door sales person to see her through the window.


2. The gray-haired woman and the small child walked slowly down the street. At each trashcan they came to, the woman stopped. As she searched inside each one, the child watched anxiously.

· List at least two inferences you could make about the woman and the child.





· The woman is searching for food for them to eat.







· The woman and the child are homeless.








· The woman is the child’s grandmother.









· The woman is looking for something that was accidentally thrown away (such as the child’s toy)

 or stolen (her billfold)











· The woman is looking for bottles of cans to recycle for money.






3. Raphael set his books on a table, and then walked into the cafeteria to buy a Coke and a hamburger. He returned to the table and ate his lunch. When he picked up his book bag, he thought it felt lighter than it did before lunch. 

Write at least one inference about why the bag may have felt lighter:

· Someone took some of his books out of his book bag while he was gone.




· He sat down at the wrong table—it’s not his book bag.






4. Talk about coincidences! Just yesterday, my brother lost a brand new five-dollar bill at the bowling alley and I found one there!

    Write one logical inference about the five-dollar bill:

· The person found his or her brother’s five dollar bill. (same amount, same day, same place,
 

so it is very likely the same bill)










5.  “Sandi, let me pack up some of the leftover taco pizzas for you to take home with you!” said Marty. 

“No, no,” cried Sandi, “it’s far too much trouble.”

 
“Not at all!” replied Marty. “You’ll be able to enjoy them tomorrow night for dinner—and besides, it will save you the trouble of having to cook.”

Sandi replied, “Actually, I’m planning to start a diet tomorrow.”

     Write the logical inference about how Sandi felt about the taco pizzas:

· Sandi does not like the pizza tacos and does not want them. (She gives two excuses; she does not want to hurt his feelings.)

6. Tommy was upset because his hamster was missing from its cage. Tommy searched everywhere, but couldn’t find the hamster. His mother told him that after he took out the trash and fed the cat, she would help him search for the hamster. “I’ve already taken out the trash,” Tommy told her. “I also set out the food for the cat, but she wasn’t hungry.” 

     What happened to Tommy’s hamster?  Write the logical inference the reader should make:

· The cat ate Tommy’s hamster.  (This is the reason the cat is not hungry.)




Bonus item:

     When Martina was getting ready to move to a different city, she asked her boss for a letter of recommendation. Her boss thought she was lazy, but she was a nice person and he did not want to prevent her from getting a job. Nor did he want to lie about her and say that she was a hard worker. He thought about it carefully. Then he smiled and wrote in his letter of recommendation, “I’ve never had an employee like Martina before. You will be very fortunate to get Martina to work for you.”

  Martina’s boss was very clever about what he wrote. Based on what he wrote about her, what are two opposite inferences that a prospective employer could logically make about the type of worker Martina is? 
· Martina is an excellent worker: you would be very fortunate if she accepts your employment offer.

· Martina is lazy, and we never go any work out of her: you will be very fortunate to get her to do any work if you hire her.


