
CHAPTER 12: FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

Directions: Interpret the following figures of speech. Determining the basic information will help you arrive at a correct interpretation.
1. Trying to get my new puppy to behave is like trying to nail ice cream to the floor.

What is being compared:
trying to get a puppy to behave and nailing ice cream to the floor

Way in which they are alike: 
both can be impossible to do 







Interpretation: 
It’s impossible to train my new puppy.  OR   My new puppy is impossible to train.


2. After we rode around in the convertible my hair looked like a bowl of spaghetti.

What is being compared:
hair and (a bowl of) spaghetti








Way in which they are alike:
tangled, twisted








Interpretation: 
 After we rode around in the convertible, my hair was all tangled.




3. “Perfectionism is slow death.”—Hugh Prather

What is being compared: 
perfectionism and slow death






Way in which they are alike:
both can feel torturous; both can rob you of living




Interpretation:      Perfectionism can become torturous. OR  If you’re so busy striving for perfection,
 you’re not living your life.











4. When my college baseball team won the national title, we felt as if we’d won the World Series.
What is being compared:
a college baseball team winning a national title and the feeling of
    winning the World Series











Way in which they are alike:
Both cause a feeling of exhilaration.






Interpretation: The college baseball player was overjoyed that the college baseball team won the
 national title.













5. My stomach does somersaults whenever I have to give a speech. 

What is being personified: 
stomach









How it is like a person: 

“does somersaults”








Why it is figurative language:
The stomach cannot do somersaults in the same sense (way) that a
 person would do somersaults.










Interpretation: The person’s stomach becomes upset (nervous, “turns over”) whenever the person has to give a speech.







 

6. When I squeezed the bottle, the mustard jumped out of it. You should see my jeans!

What is being personified:
mustard









How it is like a person: 

It “jumped.”









Why it is figurative language: 
Mustard cannot jump in the same sense that a person would jump.


Interpretation: When the person squeezed the mustard bottle, mustard suddenly and unexpectedly
 splattered on the person’s jeans.










7. After I received the promotion, I smiled for a week.

The hyperbole (the exaggeration): 

“I smiled for a week.”







Why it is an exaggeration: No one could actually smile for a week.






Interpretation: The person was extremely happy at receiving the promotion.





8. My roommate finally finished her science project, but it took her about a decade.

The hyperbole (the exaggeration): 
“It took her about a decade.”






Why it is an exaggeration: 
It wouldn’t literally take almost ten years to finish a science project.


Interpretation: 

It took the person’s roommate a very long time to complete the science project.
9. “Chance makes our parents, but choice makes our friends.”

What is being personified:
chance
and choice








How it is like a person: 
Chance and choice determine certain things.






Why it is figurative language:
Chance does not literally determine who are parents are; choice does not literally determine our friends.










Interpretation: 
We have no choice as to who our parents are, but we can choose our friends.


10. Matt spends so much time playing computer games that he has become a zombie.

The hyperbole (the exaggeration): 
“He has become a zombie.”






Why it is an exaggeration: Matt has not literally become a zombie.






Interpretation: Matt spends so much time playing computer games that he is like a voodoo spirit (he has turned into somebody who lacks energy and the ability to think independently).




11. My boss’s house has 5 bedrooms, a game room, an exercise room, and a home theater. The furnishings are beautiful and expensive. It’s a palace!

What is being compared: 
my boss’s house and a palace







Way in which they are alike:
Both are big, lavish, and luxurious.






Interpretation:
My boss’s house is big, lavish and luxurious.







12. The gravy they serve in the school cafeteria looks and tastes like paste!

What is being compared: 
school cafeteria gravy and paste






Way in which they are alike:
thick; tasteless; perhaps sticky as well






Interpretation:
The school cafeteria gravy is awful: thick and tasteless.



 

13. “The ‘C’ students run the world.”—Harry Truman

What “’C’ students” represents or stands for:
normal, average people; people who didn’t necessarily excel in school












Interpretation:
It’s normal, everyday people who make the world run (and not just those who made high grades in school).












14. My little sister thinks hanging out at the mall is cool, but I think it’s so Mickey Mouse.
What “Mickey Mouse” symbolizes:
something that appeals to children; juvenile




Interpretation:

Hanging out at the mall is a childish pastime.







