
CHAPTER 12: FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

Directions: Interpret the following figures of speech. Determining the basic information will help you arrive at a correct interpretation.
1. Trying to get my new puppy to behave is like trying to nail ice cream to the floor.

What is being compared:











Way in which they are alike: 











Interpretation: 













2. After we rode around in the convertible my hair looked like a bowl of spaghetti.

What is being compared:











Way in which they are alike:











Interpretation: 









3. “Perfectionism is slow death.”—Hugh Prather

What is being compared: ___________________________________________________



Way in which they are alike: _________________________________________________



Interpretation: ____________________________________________________________





        _____________________________________________________________



4. When my college baseball team won the national title, we felt as if we’d won the World Series.
What is being compared:











Way in which they are alike:











Interpretation: 









5. My stomach does somersaults whenever I have to give a speech. 

What is being personified: 











How it is like a person: 












Why it is figurative language:












Interpretation: 









6. When I squeezed the bottle, the mustard jumped out of it. You should see my jeans!

What is being personified:











How it is like a person: 












Why it is figurative language: 











Interpretation: 









7. After I received the promotion, I smiled for a week.

The hyperbole (the exaggeration): 











Why it is an exaggeration: 











Interpretation: 









8. My roommate finally finished her science project, but it took her about a decade.

The hyperbole (the exaggeration): 










Why it is an exaggeration: 











Interpretation: 













9. “Chance makes our parents, but choice makes our friends.”

What is being personified:











How it is like a person: 












Why it is figurative language:











Interpretation: 













10. Matt spends so much time playing computer games that he has become a zombie.

The hyperbole (the exaggeration): 











Why it is an exaggeration: 











Interpretation:











11. My boss’s house has 5 bedrooms, a game room, an exercise room, and a home theater. The furnishings are beautiful and expensive. It’s a palace!

What is being compared: 











Way in which they are alike:











Interpretation:













12. The gravy they serve in the school cafeteria looks and tastes like paste!

What is being compared: 











Way in which they are alike:











Interpretation:













13. “The ‘C’ students run the world.”—Harry Truman

What “’C’ students” represents or stands for:








Interpretation:













14. My little sister thinks hanging out at the mall is cool, but I think it’s so Mickey Mouse.
What “Mickey Mouse” symbolizes:










Interpretation:














