CHAPTER 11: APPLYING ALL THE ADVANCED SKILLS TO SINGLE- 

AND MULTIPLE-PARAGRAPH SELECTIONS
SET 3 QUIZ

Directions: In your text, read the Set 3 selection, “Behind the Formaldehyde Curtain.” Then answer the following questions.

1. Which of the following expresses the author’s point of view regarding embalming?

a. Embalming is a distasteful procedure, but one that is required by law.

b. Embalming is a distasteful, unnecessary, and costly procedure that serves no purpose other than to make the body appear more lifelike to those viewing it at the funeral.

c. The process of embalming is so universally employed that in the United States and Canada, the funeral director does it routinely without consulting the family of the deceased.

d. Not one person in ten thousand has any idea of what actually takes place during the process of embalming. 

2. The author’s purpose is to 


a. encourage people to obey the law and requesting that embalming be done.


b. describe the many benefits of embalming.


c. persuade people not to go along ignorantly and docilely with the tradition of embalming.


d. instruct readers how to deal with funeral directors who promote embalming.

3. The author’s tone can best be described as


a. optimistic and hopeful


b. apologetic and conciliatory


c. sarcastic and critical


d. tolerant and respectful

4. The author’s intended audience is


a. the general public


b. funeral directors 


c. relatives of terminally-ill patients


d. those who are already familiar with the process of embalming

5. Indicate whether this statement from the selection represents a fact or an opinion: “There are cosmetics, waxes, and paints to fill and cover features, even plaster of Paris to replace entire limbs.”


a. fact


b. opinion

6. Which of the following is a logical inference about readers’ attitude toward embalming might be after they have read the selection?


a. Many readers will now refuse embalming for loved ones or for themselves.

b. Many readers will be convinced that embalming is an appropriate procedure.


c. Many readers will work to get the law on embalming changed.

d. Readers will be more likely to request embalming, as long as the procedure is performed by a qualified funeral home.

