Office Excel 2003

Tutorial 4 Internet Assignment

National Construction Project

The National Federation of Home Builders (NFHB), a nationwide association of builders, is interested in studying the relationship between interest rates and the sales of new single-family homes in the United States. They have asked you to become involved in the project to gather and analyze data using Microsoft Excel. In addition, they would like you to graphically represent your findings using Excel charts that will be viewed on the association Web site.

Using your favorite Web portal, conduct an Internet search on economic data. The NFHB proposes using monthly data starting in January 1970. They recommend using New Single-Family Homes sales data from the U.S. Department of Commerce. (Note: Your liaison at NFHB mentioned that the Federal Reserve Board Web site might be a good source for the prime rate of interest data.)

1. Create a new Excel workbook and save it as Nat_Construction(your_initials).xls.


2. Enter an appropriate title in the first row. Include your name and the date of your analysis. In addition, include at least the following categories for your monthly economic data:


a. Bank Prime Loan Rate

b. New Single-Family Home Sales

Document the source, frequency, and unit of measure for both data series. Download both monthly data series into a worksheet entitled Sales & Rate Data. Remember your data should begin on January 1, 1970.

3. Insert a chart sheet on a new worksheet displaying the correlation between the prime rate and new single-family home sales. Note: A second Y-axis can be useful when charting data series of differing magnitudes. Enter appropriate titles, subtitles, axis labels, and so on. Name the chart sheet Correlation Chart.


4. Create a documentation sheet with the workbook title, your name, and an evaluation section for you to explain your findings. Name this sheet Documentation, and put it at the end of the workbook. Set the print area for the National Construction Project worksheet.


5. The NFHB Webmaster needs the correlation chart saved as a Web page to be used on the association’s Web site. Save your chart sheet as HTML for this purpose.


6. Delete all unused worksheets. Save the file, and turn in your electronic solution to your instructor.

