Notice of Privacy Practices

Effective Date:  4/1/03
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St. Rita Health Providers understands that your information is highly personal and is committed to safeguarding your protected health information. Please read this Notice of Privacy Practices thoroughly.
St. Rita Health Providers is required by law to maintain the privacy of individually identifiable patient health information and is referred to herein as “PHI” and to provide you with an explanation of how we handle your PHI.  We will only use or disclose your PHI as permitted or required by applicable state or federal law.  Upon request, St. Rita Health Providers can provide you with a more extensive explanation regarding our privacy practices and your rights.
Treatment

St. Rita Health Providers will use and disclose your PHI to those who have a legitimate need for such information in the provision and coordination of your health care which may include physicians, nurses, technicians, students, or other health care providers.  This information is provided to carry out treatment functions at our individual physician offices and also consultations or referrals with other providers or agencies. 

Treatment Alternatives and Health Promotion Activities

St. Rita Health Providers will use and disclose your PHI to obtain resources and inform you of, or recommend possible treatment options, alternatives, or other health related benefits and services that will be of interest to you.  The communication will explain how the product or service relates to your well being and can improve your health.  St. Rita Health Providers may use your name and address to send you newsletters or general communications.

Payment

St. Rita Health Providers will use and disclose PHI about you for our payment purposes to insurance companies and companies that we engage in obtaining payment for care for items such as determining coverage, eligibility, billing, and reimbursement.

Appointment Reminders

St. Rita Health Providers will use and disclose PHI to contact you as a reminder that you have an appointment for treatment or medical care at this office.

Family and Friends

St. Rita Health Providers will disclose, upon your direction, PHI about you to a friend or family member who is involved in your medical care or to someone who helps you pay for your care. You can request a limitation or restriction on the disclosure of your PHI for some or all of your friends and family.

Disaster Relief

Unless you request a restriction or limitation, we will disclose your medical information to a public or private entity authorized by law or by its charter to assist in disaster relief efforts.

Inmates

If you are an inmate of a correctional institute or under the custody of a law enforcement officer, St. Rita will release your PHI to the correctional institute or law enforcement official.

Law Enforcement Purposes

St. Rita Health Providers will disclose your PHI for law enforcement purposes, such as responding to a court order or subpoena, identifying a suspect or a missing person, or providing information about a crime victim or criminal conduct.
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