Computing Essentials 2005 G4techTV Videos


I. TechTV Video Clips

A. Introduction:

· Playing one of the video clips at the beginning of a lecture can be a great way to kick off a topic.  

· This document provides a brief summary of the video clip, along with suggestions for tying it with a particular chapter in the text.  

· Several discussion and other ideas on how to use the clip are included, as well as a few web links that may be helpful in researching more information.

B. The Clips:

1. Video Clip: 1

a) Clip info

· File: 08

· Topic: IT & You

· Title: Putting HITS in Football

· Suggested use with: Chapter 1 – Information Technology, The Internet, and You

· Size: 18 MB

· Time: 1 minute 45 seconds

b) Description:

· The Virginia Tech college football team is testing a new system for monitoring the impact of blows to players’ helmets during a game.

· The sensors send wireless signals to a computer, where they are analyzed in real time.  If the impact exceeds a certain level, medical personnel are informed, and the player can be tested for a concussion.

c) Discussion Ideas:

· This clip shows an “alternative” use for computing technology – it ties in many concepts that students will be exposed to: input devices, communications, etc.  It is a good clip for talking about the components of an information system (people, procedures, hardware, software, data)

· Run through the components of an information, and ask students to identify each from the helmet sensor example

· What are some other uses for this type of technology?  Might this be good at other levels of sports (e.g. professional sports, high school sports, etc.)?

d) Other ideas:

· Clip could be used as an introduction to input devices, since it is a little different from the normal “input device”.

· Have students follow up with this clip – is there information on the Virginia Tech website?  Football helmet manufacturer sites?  Use it as a way to introduce some search strategies for finding information on the Web.

e) Web Links:

· http://www.eetimes.com/at/m/news/OEG20031222S0005 article looking at “smart football helmets”

· http://www.cib.vt.edu/ Center for Injury Biomechanics at Virginia Tech

2. Video Clip: 2

a) Clip info

· File: 00815603

· Topic: eCommerce

· Title: Cat’s Clicks: House Hunting Online

· Suggested use with: Chapter 2 – The Internet, the Web, and Electronic Commerce

· Size: 66 MB

· Time: 3 minutes 1 second

b) Description:

· Host Cat Schwartz provides a brief overview of web sites that can assist you in finding a home.  

· While searching for product information on line is nothing new, this clip can provide a nice introduction to the types of things you can do on the internet.

c) Discussion Ideas:

· Ask student what types of things they feel comfortable purchasing over the internet.  

· How many of them search for product information on line?

· How might this affect businesses and how they market their products and services?

· What types of assurances do students/consumers want when making on-line purchases?

d) Other ideas:

· Clip could be used as an introduction to Information Systems: relate how the real estate data is stored in databases with a “Web Front-end” to serve the information to people.

· Might want to build a spreadsheet model to calculate loan payments.

· Have students try searching for homes in different areas – where they might like to live, where they have relatives, etc.  This could be a way to get them to do some “long term planning” for their own lives.  

· Search for a “common home” in a variety of locations, e.g. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths to compare price differences in various locations.  How could you best organize this information?

e) Web Links:

· http://realtor.com – the suggested site from the video clip

· http://www.hud.gov/buying/index.cfm - U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development website contains FAQ’s for buying homes

· http://www.smartmoney.com/home/buying/index.cfm?story=howmuch&nav=LeftNav – SmartMoney magazine’s site to help you decide “How much house can you afford”

· http://www.cml.upenn.edu/redlining/ - an introduction to the concept of “redlining” which may be an issue for people search for specific neighborhood characteristics.

3. Video Clip: 3

a) Clip Info

· File: 06

· Topic: Basic App Software

· Title: Download of the Day - AbiWord

· Suggested use with: Chapter 3 – Basic Application Software

· Size: 41 MB

· Time: 4 minutes 4 seconds

b) Description:

· AbiWord is a free “word processing” application software package that can be downloaded from the Internet

· Many students are probably used to the MS Office word processor, Microsoft Word, but may not be familiar with other low cost or free applications

c) Discussion Ideas:

· What are some alternatives to basic application software packages?  Is it risky to use some of these?

· Does the amount of risk change if you are an individual user vs. a business user?  Why or why not?

· Ask student if they are comfortable downloading software over the Internet.  What precautions should they take?

d) Other ideas:

· How would you find reviews for these types of software packages?  What other information would you want to have before you installed this on your computer?

· Why would someone want to use “free ware” on their computers?  Might this be a way to offer “cheap” access to computing technology?

e) Web Links:

· http://www.abisource.com/ AbiWord website

· http://www.openoffice.org/ Open office site, offers a variety of free/low cost software

· http://wwws.sun.com/software/star/staroffice/ Star Office, Sun Microsystems alternative to the MS Office package

4. Video Clip: 4

a) Clip Info

· File: 03400302

· Topic: Specialized Software

· Title: Police PDA Applications

· Suggested use with: Chapter 4 – Specialized Application Software

· Size: 24 MB

· Time: 1 minute 5 seconds

b) Description:

· A short clip that demonstrates how San Jose, CA police officer Kenny Williams built his own “paperless” crime reporting system.  

· The officer enters his police reports onto a PDA; Personal Digital Assistant which speeds the data entry process.

c) Discussion Ideas:

· How many students use PDA devices?  What types of things do they use them for?

· Are there any potential drawbacks to entering data electronically?

· What can happen when “users” develop systems rather than the “IT staff”

· How might an organization decide to use certain computing platforms?

d) Other ideas:

· Relate this clip to building Mobile Computing, Information Systems, or Systems Development.

· Have students think about specialized software systems that they have used, or may use on the job.

e) Web Links:

· http://www.palmone.com/us/ website for the PDA used in this video clip

· http://www.sjpd.org/ website for the San Jose, CA Police Department

5. Video Clip: 5

a) Clip Info

· File: 04416303

· Topic: Viruses

· Title: Security Alert: Viruses

· Suggested use with: Chapter 5 – System Software

· Size: 58 MB

· Time: 2 minutes 38 seconds

b) Description:

· This video clip contains a brief introduction to computer viruses, what they are, and how to protect yourself from getting viruses on your computer.

· While the specific virus listed in the clip may be dated, the video examines some basic precautions that you can take to protect your computer.

c) Discussion Ideas:

· How many students have had their computers affected by viruses?  Does it seem to be a problem?

· How many students use virus protection software?

· Is it a good idea to hire hackers as IT security gurus?  What are the advantages and disadvantages? 

· What seems to be the “biggest problem” for computer users?  Spam?  Pop-ups?  Viruses?  Other?

d) Other ideas:

· Explain how viruses are written like any other computer program.

· What precautions should businesses use to ensure that its programmers don’t create “bogus programs”?

e) Web Links:

· There are several anti-virus software vendors including:

· http://www.symantec.com/index.htm
· http://us.mcafee.com/
· http://www.f-prot.com/
6. Video Clip: 6

a) Clip Info

· File: 00810703a

· Topic: Building PCs

· Title: Call For Help: How to Build a PC part 1

· Suggested use with: Chapter 6 – The System Unit

· Size: 126 MB

· Time: 5 minutes 43 seconds

b) Description:

· This clip begins a two clip demonstration on how to build your own PC.  Covered in the first part are the case, the motherboard and the CPU – Central Processing Unit.  

· While these clips may not give students enough information to actually build their own personal computer, it is useful for discussing some of the components that go into a PC.

· This clip can be very helpful in reinforcing some of the terminology that is used to describe personal computers.

· NOTE: a lot of terms get “thrown around” in this clip; ports, controllers, RAID, DDR – it may be a bit much for beginning students.

c) Discussion Ideas:

· Have any students built their own PC’s or modified them?  What are some of their experiences?

· What are some tips that are given in the video?

· What are some terms that you are/are not familiar with?

· Is this something that an individual should do?  A small business?  A large organization?

· What is the trade-off between building your own and buying a PC?

d) Other ideas:

· Bring in a computer technician into class, and demonstrate how to open up a computer & upgrade the components.  Perhaps you could allow students to do some of this work and make it a “hands on” exercise.

· Have student “price out” a computer by searching the Internet for the various components vs. buying it already assembled. 

· Relate the decision to “build vs. buy” to other similar corporate decisions; list some guidelines to follow when making such decisions.

e) Web Links:

· http://www.antec-inc.com/us/pro_details_enclosure.php?ProdID=15138  website for the Antec Sonata Case used in this video clip.

· http://www.pcpowerandcooling.com/home.htm website for the power supplies – also mentioned in the video.

· http://www.msicomputer.com/ MicroStar International website, mentioned as the supplier of the motherboard the MSI 875P NEO.

·  http://www.intel.com/products/desktop/processors// website for the Intel processors mentioned in the video clip.

· http://www.dell.com/ and http://www.hp.com/ two popular PC vendors where you can buy “pre-built” PCs

7. Video Clip: 7

a) Clip Info

· File: 00810703b

· Topic: Building PCs

· Title: Call For Help: How to Build a PC part 2

· Suggested use with: Chapter 6 – The System Unit

· Size: 90 MB

· Time: 4 minutes 4 seconds

b) Description:

· This clip is the second part of a two clip demonstration on how to build your own PC.  The focus in this second part includes installing memory and storage devices.

· While these clips may not give students enough information to actually build their own personal computer, it is useful for discussing some of the components that go into a PC.

· This clip can be very helpful in reinforcing some of the terminology that is used to describe personal computers.

c) Discussion Ideas:

· How do you compute how large of a power supply you will need?

· What is the purpose for the heat sink?

· What does it mean to “pre-install” the O/S?

· What are some “minimums” you should have in terms of processor speed, memory, and storage?

· What is the trade-off between building your own and buying a PC?

d) Other ideas:

· Bring in a computer technician into class, and demonstrate how to open up a computer & upgrade the components.  Perhaps you could allow students to do some of this work and make it a “hands on” exercise.

· Have student “price out” a computer by searching the Internet for the various components vs. buying it already assembled. 

· Relate the decision to “build vs. buy” to other similar corporate decisions; list some guidelines to follow when making such decisions.

· NOTE: these two video clips really go well together – you might be by on just showing the first one.  It might not be bad to show this at the end of the semester and use it as a review of hardware terminology.

e) Web Links:

· http://www.antec-inc.com/us/pro_details_enclosure.php?ProdID=15138  website for the Antec Sonata Case used in this video clip.

· http://www.pcpowerandcooling.com/home.htm website for the power supplies – also mentioned in the video.

· http://www.msicomputer.com/ MicroStar International website, mentioned as the supplier of the motherboard.

·  http://www.intel.com/products/desktop/processors// website for the Intel processors mentioned in the video clip.

· http://www.dell.com/ and http://www.hp.com/ two popular PC vendors where you can buy “pre-built” PCs

8. Video Clip: 8

a) Clip Info

· File: 00817303a

· Topic: Input Devices

· Title: TechTV Labs: Beyond the Mouse

· Suggested use with: Chapter 7 – Input and Output

· Size: 177 MB

· Time: 8 minutes 2 seconds

b) Description:

· First envisioned by Doug Engelbart, and popularized by the early Apple PCs, the mouse has become a standard input device since the mid 1980s.  

· There are, however, a number of options for this simple pointing device.  

· This video clip demonstrates a few of these different devices.

c) Discussion Ideas:

· What are some different “pointing devices” that you have used?  What do you like?

· Does it matter which one you use depending on the computing platform you are working with?

· Why do we have so many different types of input devices?  Are there any drawbacks because of the number of different options?

· Would voice input (or some other form) be an option for replacing these pointing devices?  Why or why not?

· Should companies “experiment” with some of these new technologies?  If so, who should be responsible for doing it?  The computer users?  The IT staff?

d) Other ideas:

· Contact a local office supply/electronic store, and ask if you can “borrow” a number of different input devices for demonstration purposes.  Allow students to try out some of these different devices and discuss the advantages & disadvantages of each.

· Look at the evolution of input devices – does it make sense for a company to standardize on certain computing platforms/input methods? 

· Think in terms of other computing devices (output, storage, mobile, etc.) that a company may use.  What are some “leading edge” technologies that might change the way we use computers.  Have students find some sources for keeping up to date on computing developments.

e) Web Links:

· http://www.logitech.com/index.cfm/US/EN Logitech is known for its PC peripheral devices including the venerable mouse.

· http://www.howstuffworks.com/mouse.htm The “HowStuffWorks” website has many easy to read definitions on how technology works – this article focuses on the mouse.

9. Video Clip: 9

a) Clip Info

· File: 05

· Topic: Input Devices

· Title: Amplify your MP3s

· Suggested use with: Chapter 7 – Input and Output

· Size: 54 MB

· Time: 5 minutes 17 seconds

b) Description:

· Playing music from MP3 files stored on a computer through a stereo sound system is the goal of a number of devices

· The conversion between digital and analog devices is on going – the MP3 format on a computer is digital, while most home sound systems use analog equipment.

· The devices listed in this video provide some different techniques for playing computer music on a better sound system

c) Discussion Ideas:

· How many students use the MP3 format for playing music?  What are some alternative devices for playing music in this format?  Are there advantages and disadvantages to some of these options?

· What might be the advantage of having a wired vs. a wireless system?

· Could this type of technology be used for other applications?  For instance, would it be useful to do this for video files?

d) Other ideas:

· Might be a good idea to use this video during Chapter 9 Communications & Networks.

· Contact a local consumer electronics/audio systems store, and ask if you can “borrow” a number of different audio network devices for demonstration purposes.  Allow students to try out some of these different devices and discuss the advantages & disadvantages of each.

· Discuss the future for transferring media such as audio and video files – what storage/communication mediums do students think will succeed in the near future?  In a perfect world, how would they like to receive audio and video files?

· Research some of the terms mentioned in the video clip, such as “toslink cable” and “S/PDIF”

e) Web Links:

· http://www.rca.com/content/viewdetail/1,2811,EI700411,00.html RCA’s Lyra website, one of the products demonstrated in the video

· http://us.creative.com/products/welcome.asp?category=119 Creative Sound Blaster Wireless Music product link

· http://www.slimdevices.com/ Slim Devices Squeezebox MP3 player site

10. Video Clip: 10

a) Clip Info

· File: 00807703

· Topic: File Storage

· Title: Call for Help: Free Compression Software

· Suggested use with: Chapter 8 – Secondary Storage

· Size: 63 MB

· Time: 2 minutes 53 seconds

b) Description:

· File compression software has been a standard utility serving two main purposes: first, to reduce the file space taken up by files stored on hard drives and second, to save time when transferring files via a network.  

· This video clip looks at some “free” compression software packages that you can download from the Internet.

· This video may provide the instructor with an opening to discuss a variety of different topics, including operating systems, file storage methods, file types, compression algorithms, etc.

c) Discussion Ideas:

· What are some different file types that students have used?

· Why is it important to “compress” files?  What are some potential drawbacks to compressing files?

· Is it “ok” to download a “free” copy of a compression program such as Winzip?

· Why do we have so many different file types?  Are there some standardized file types?  Should a business try to standardize on certain types?

· Which types of files might benefit the most from using file compression?

d) Other ideas:

· Run through some different operating system utilities such as the “disk defragmentation utility”, and explain how this can enhance computer performance.

· Look at the evolution of storage devices – does it make sense to compress files when storage capacities and transfer speeds continue to increase? 

e) Web Links:

· http://www.izsoft.dir.bg/izarc.htm IZSoftware’s website for it’s IZArc archive utility.  This is the product mentioned in the video.

· http://www.winzip.com/ one of the most popular file compression utilities for Windows PCs.

· http://www.pc-shareware.com/unziphow.htm A very basic explanation on how file compression software works.  The main site has information about various offerings of shareware.

· http://networks.silicon.com/webwatch/0,39024667,39116739,00.htm May 6, 2004 article about “transmission speed record” – Japanese research team sends data at 43 gigabits per second – fast enough to send a DVD file over a network in 1 second.  You may want to have students search for similar articles and discuss how this can affect data storage and transfer issues.

11. Video Clip: 11

a) Clip Info

· File: 00920402

· Topic: Security

· Title: The Screen Savers: WiFi Piracy

· Suggested use with: Chapter 9 – Communications and Networks

· Size: 138 MB

· Time: 6 minutes 16 seconds

b) Description:

· This video clip covers a number of different WiFi terms, including VPN’s and WEP.  

· While it may be a little technical for networking novices, it does raise a number of issues that people using Wireless networks should be aware of.

· Several tips for protecting a wireless network are given, including:

· WEP doesn’t hurt

· Be careful what you share

· Turn off the Beacon

· Use MAC addresses

· VPN through your firewall

c) Discussion Ideas:

· Ask how many students use wireless networks at home, school, or business.

· What are some different technologies that may improve wireless networks

· What are some of the tradeoffs between wired and wireless networks?

d) Other ideas:

· Have students do a simple survey to find out how many local businesses provide wireless access for their employees.

· Search several websites to find out how much it may cost to add some of these different layers of security.

· Call local Internet Service Providers and ask how secure it is to set up a shared wireless internet service in a home.

e) Web Links:

· http://www.cio.com/research/communications/use.html CIO magazine web site lists a number of interesting articles on how businesses use wireless technology – this may provide additional ideas for discussion, since many students may know about personal wireless use, but not necessarily how it is used in business

· http://www.wi-fiplanet.com/ a general source for WiFi industry news and developments.

· http://www.smc.com/index.cfm?action=home_page SMC Networks homepage – vendor of the WAP (Wireless Access Point) shown in the clip.

· http://www.findvpn.com/ one site that you can use to help you find VPN (Virtual Private Network) services.

· http://www.g4techtv.com/show.aspx?show_key=52 the G4techTV website that has brought you these clips.

12. Video Clip: 12

a) Clip Info

· File: 07

· Topic: Networks

· Title: Garmin iQue 3600 GPS PDA

· Suggested use with: Chapter 9 – Communications and Networks

· Size: 19 MB

· Time: 1 minute 50 seconds

b) Description:

· This video clip demonstrates the Garmin iQue 3600, a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA) with built in Global Positioning System (GPS).

· The device can be used to navigate across the country – there are some drawbacks, including price and coverage, but it seems to do what it’s advertised to do.

c) Discussion Ideas:

· Ask how many students have used GPS devices?  Where would it make sense to use these?  Are there some business applications that these might be useful for?

· How many students would want to use a device such as this?  Is it “too geeky”?

· What are some other tracking devices that would be used in business, e.g. RFID?  Have students research some of these.

d) Other ideas:

· This might work well with other chapters, including:

· Chapter 1 IT & You – good example of a PDA, one of the categories of computing devices mentioned in the introduction to hardware

· Chapter 15 Your Future & IT – good example of how technology can change our everyday lives

e) Web Links:

· http://www.garmin.com/products/iQue3600/ product site for the Garmin iQue 3600 device demonstrated in this video

· http://electronics.howstuffworks.com/gps.htm the “howstuffworks” site demonstrates the basics of GPS systems

13. Video Clip: 13

a) Clip Info

· File: 01

· Topic: Communications & Networks

· Title: Wi-Fi on Two Wheels

· Suggested use with: Chapter 9 – Communications and Networks

· Size: 22 MB

· Time: 2 minutes 12 seconds

b) Description:

· This video clip features a person offering a wireless “hot spot” on his bicycle.  The advantage with a mobile hot spot is he can provide internet access nearly anywhere in the city.  It works especially well for outside contractors

· Wireless “hot spots” aren’t that new, but the fact that this one can “move around” offers additional flexibility.

c) Discussion Ideas:

· Ask how many students use wireless networks at home, school, or business.

· Why would a bike be a good way to provide mobile “hot spots” – why not use a car or other transportation mode?

· How much would you be willing to pay for such a service?

· What are some different technologies that may improve wireless networks

· What are some of the tradeoffs between wired and wireless networks?

d) Other ideas:

· The video mentions the “Digital Divide” – have students research and discuss this concept.

· Have students do a simple survey to find out how many local businesses provide wireless access for their employees.

· Search several websites to find out how much it may cost to add some of these different layers of security.

· Call local Internet Service Providers and ask how secure it is to set up a shared wireless internet service in a home.

e) Web Links:

· http://www.wi-fihotspotlist.com/ looking for wireless network hot spots?  Try this web site

· http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0%2C4149%2C1277504%2C00.asp Hot Spot Hazards article in PC Magazine, listing a few ideas on how you can protect yourself when using wireless networks

14. Video Clip: 14

a) Clip Info

· File: 00804903

· Topic: e-mail

· Title: PC World Spam Filter Test

· Suggested use with: Chapter 10 – Privacy and Security

· Size: 115 MB

· Time: 5 minutes 13 seconds

b) Description:

· Describes a number of different email tools that are available to combat “spam” – the unwanted email so many email users are inundated with.  

· While these tools can help to keep out some of the “junk”, they also may delete some “wanted” mail, so care must be taken when configuring them on your system.

· In the video, the speakers list and demonstrate a number of different products for filtering email.

c) Discussion Ideas:

· How many students use various filtering packages?  Does it seem to reduce the amount of junk mail they receive?  Have they run into any problems using these filters? 

· Is it ok to send spam?  Could this raise “free speech” issues?

· What are some rules for email etiquette?  What are some rules that you often see violated?

· Who should be able to control the email that you receive – the business that you work for, or the individual employee?

d) Other ideas:

· Set up a spreadsheet and have students track their email messages for 1 week – how many incoming messages are for personal, school/business, and junk.  

· Take a look at the percentages of each type of message.

e) Web Links:

· http://www.pcworld.com/ PC World’s website, home for the Tom Mainelli, the guest speaker in this video clip.

· http://www.firetrust.com/home/index.php website for MailWasher, one of the products listed in this clip.

· http://www.microsoft.com/presspass/ofnote/06-23wsjspam.asp Bill Gates thoughts on why he hates spam.

15. Video Clip: 15

a) Clip Info

· File: 02

· Topic: Privacy

· Title: Privacy Tips We Didn’t Have Time For

· Suggested use with: Chapter 10 – Privacy and Security

· Size: 31 MB

· Time: 3 minutes 4 seconds

b) Description:

· While the video is too short to discuss many privacy tips, it does cover 3 of 5 ideas people can do to maintain some privacy.

· The 3 tips included are:

· Eliminate spyware – see Ad Aware website

· Use anonymous browsing – see Anonymizer website

· Avoid identity theft – check credit history every 6 months, use “disposable credit cards”

c) Discussion Ideas:

· How big of a problem are some of the concerns listed in this video?  Is spyware still an issue?

d) Other ideas:

· Should the federal government get more involved in privacy regulations on the Internet?  Who would favor/not favor additional regulations?

e) Web Links:

· http://www.lavasoft.de/ Lavasoft’s website has the Ad-aware product mentioned in the video.  It can be used to find and eliminate spyware on your computer

· McAffee also has “anti-spyware” software to keep it off your system

· http://www.anonymizer.com/index.cgi Anonymizer is a “anonymous browser tool” for around $30

16. Video Clip: 16

a) Clip Info

· File: 10

· Topic: Info Systems

· Title: Will Copyright Protection Kill Creativity

· Suggested use with: Chapter 11 – Information Systems

· Size: 86 MB

· Time: 8 minutes 26 seconds

b) Description:

· Although the clip is a little long, it brings up a valuable discussion issue – do copyrights hinder creativity too much?  

· This clip shows one side of the issue (yes, copyrights do kill creativity), and it would be worthwhile to have students look at the other side.

c) Discussion Ideas:

· Where have students come across “copyright” issues?  In writing papers?  Downloading files?  What do the laws say?  What are the ethics behind “fair use”?

d) Other ideas:

· Do scientists and physicians have an ethical obligation to share knowledge that is different than the ethical obligation for members of other professions?  Explain why or why not.

e) Web Links:

· http://www.publiclibraryofscience.org/ The Public Library of Science (PLoS) is a non-profit organization of scientists and physicians committed to making the world's scientific and medical literature a freely available public resource

· http://creativecommons.org/ Creative Commons, a non-profit organization

17. Video Clip: 17

a) Clip Info

· File: 04407302

· Topic: ID Theft
· Title: techlive: Identity Theft

· Suggested use with: Chapter 12 – Databases

· Size: 51 MB

· Time: 2 minutes 18 seconds

b) Description:

· This video can serve as a “wake up call” to help protect yourself against “identity theft” – an unknown person stealing credit card and or other personal identification and using it in a fraudulent way.

c) Discussion Ideas:

· What steps should be done to help prevent identity theft?

· Is it too risky to buy goods on-line?  Via a telephone? 

· Other ideas:

· Check your own credit card – do they have a number to call in case you fear someone has stolen your identity?

d) Web Links:

· http://www.ftc.gov/ the U.S. government’s Federal Trade Commission website.  It’s worthwhile to look at the main site, since it covers a wide variety of consumer protection issues.

· http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/idtheft_testing/consumertopics.html - a specific FTC article explaining identity theft and how to prevent it from happening.

· Places to get your credit report:

· http://www.equifax.com
· http://www.experian.com
· http://www.transunion.com
· http://www.callforaction.org/ An international, non-profit group helping to educate consumers about identity theft.

18. Video Clip: 18

a) Clip Info

· File: 09

· Topic: Databases

· Title: Evil Lyrics

· Suggested use with: Chapter 12 – Databases

· Size: 34 MB

· Time: 3 minutes 22 seconds

b) Description:

· This is a “fun” video that shows how you can find lyrics to play along with MP3 music files.

· Using an MP3 player such as WinAmp, a computer user can see the words as the music plays

· The “problem” is the words are found in databases that are submitted by other computer users – so you never know what you are getting – are they the “right” lyrics or not?

c) Discussion Ideas:

· Should there by a “clearing-house” of “good” lyrics?  Are there problems with user submitted sites?

· Is it an ethical issue to submit valid lyrics to such a site?

d) Web Links:

· http://www.winamp.com/ the WinAmp MP3 player site for playing MP3 files

· http://www.evillabs.sk/evillyrics/ a lyrics search tools

· http://www.reallyrics.com/ another lyrics site, but it tries to add some software to your computer, so click NO

19. Video Clip: 19

a) Clip Info

· File: 03

· Topic: Programming Games

· Title: Getting started in game programming
· Suggested use with: Chapter 14 Programming & Languages

· Size: 87 MB

· Time: 8 minutes 32 seconds

b) Description:

· Features a 16 year old self-taught computer programmer who wrote a book on how to write your own computer game software.

· The book uses a “simplified” programming language especially made to create computer games

· The clip is a little long, but it might inspire someone to learn more about programming

c) Discussion Ideas:

· Is the author especially gifted, or could “anyone” create computer games if they want to?

· Do you think it would be better to learn C or C++ rather than this “special version of game building Basic”?  

d) Web Links:

· http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1592000681/qid=1087520758/sr=ka-1/ref=pd_ka_1/104-5455683-0945548 you can buy the book on Amazon.com

· http://darkbasic.thegamecreators.com/ product used to create 3D games

· http://www.maneeshsethi.com/ the author’s web site

20. Video Clip: 20

a) Clip Info

· File: 04

· Topic: Future of IT

· Title: Smart Watches

· Suggested use with: Chapter 15 – Your Future and Information Technology 

· Size: 22 MB

· Time: 2 minutes 07 seconds

b) Description:

· Another “fun” video, this clip demonstrates how a watch can connect with on line content to keep you updated.  A “Dick Tracy” type watch, it gives you the temperature, stock market info, your appointments, etc.

c) Discussion Ideas:

· Would you wear a device like this?  Is it “too geeky”?

· What is the market for “wearable” computing devices?  What do you expect to see in the future?

· What types of devices would you want “tied together” into one device?  A phone, internet access, music, calendar, other?

d) Web Links:

· http://www.fossil.com/shopping/product/detailmain.jsp?itemID=15117&itemType=PRODUCT&iMainCat=450&iSubCat=451&iProductID=15117 product site for Fossil’s Dick Tracy watch

· http://direct.msn.com/about/default.aspx MSN Direct web site, where you can learn more about the product

· http://www.suunto.com/suunto/main/index.jsp another vendor for a MSN Direct watch – maybe a little more stylish?
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