Finding Literature for Oral Readings

Textbooks used in your literature classes should be your first place to look for suitable literary works. Other options are as follows.

Library

All libraries have extensive collections of literary works. If you are looking for a specific author, title, or genre, consult your library’s electronic catalog for the precise location of the material. If you want to browse in the stacks, look in the literature section (most college libraries use the Library of Congress system, placing literary works in the “P” section, while most public libraries use the Dewey Decimal system, putting literature in the 800 section).

Internet

The Internet has dozens of sites containing literary works. Most of these sites contain material that is in the public domain (that is, copyright protection has expired), so you will not find many contemporary pieces. For recent material, consult books.

Internet Public Library

www.ipl.org/reading/books

Over 6,500 titles available. For example, you can browse through over 800 American and Canadian poems by clicking, in succession, “Literature and Rhetoric,” “American and Canadian Literature in English,” and “American and Canadian Poetry.”

University of Virginia Electronic Text Center

etext.lib.virginia.edu/english.html

See the Modern English Collection, which has several categories. For example, you can click on “African American” and then choose to view the complete text of Maya Angelou’s poem “On the Pulse of Morning.”

Alex: A Catalog of Electronic Texts on the Internet

www.infomotions.com/alex

Links to over 2,000 sites.
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