You Are a Rude Listener If . . .

•
you play games on your laptop computer while pretending to take notes.

•
you place or receive calls on a cellular telephone without leaving the room.

•
you whip out a calculator and balance your checkbook.

•
you read a magazine or book.

•
you study for a test or work on a project.

•
you whisper comments to other listeners or pass notes.

•
you roll your eyes and give a friend a look that seems to say, “This speaker is such a fool.”

•
you put your head down on the table in front of you to rest or sleep.

•
you frequently sigh and look at your watch.

•
you interrupt a speaker even though he or she has requested that questions be held until the end.

•
you arrive late and interrupt the speaker to ask whether anything important has been said in your absence.

•
you search through or clean out the contents of your wallet or purse.

Some speakers have witnessed every single one of these behaviors!
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