Exercise on Topic, Purposes, and Central Idea

This exercise is designed to help you distinguish between the specific purpose and the central idea. The specific purpose is your goal—what you set out to accomplish. The central idea is written from the listeners’ point of view—it is the key idea they should remember if they forget everything else in the speech. The items below are scrambled; identify the topic, general purpose, specific purpose, and central idea.

	1. Topic: ___
	A. To persuade

	2. General Purpose: ___
	B. Caves

	3. Specific Purpose: ___
	C. Exploring caves is a safe, interesting, and exciting activity.

	4. Central Idea: ___
	D. To persuade my listeners to explore caves



	
	

	5. Topic: ___

6. General Purpose: ___
	E. Accidental poisoning by carbon monoxide can be avoided if you have a carbon-monoxide detector in your home.

	7. Specific Purpose: ___
	F. Carbon-monoxide detectors

	8. Central Idea: ___
	G. To persuade my listeners by buy and install a carbon-monoxide detector in their homes.

	
	H. To persuade



	
	

	9. Topic: ___

10. General Purpose: ___
	I. To tell to my audience about Guatemala’s role as a major center of child trafficking

	11. Specific Purpose: ___
	J. To inform

	12. Central Idea: ___
	K. Selling children

	
	L. The international demand for adoptions has created an underground market in which Guatemalan children are sold and sometimes even stolen.



	
	

	13. Topic: ___
	M. To persuade

	14. General Purpose: ___

15. Specific Purpose: ___

16. Central Idea: ___
	N. In some prisons, convicts process personnel records for government agencies and private companies, gaining Social Security and credit-card numbers that are often used later to victimize citizens.

	
	O. To persuade my listeners that prisoners should not be allowed access to the personal information of citizens.

	
	P. Convicts and public records



	
	

	17. Topic: ___

18. General Purpose: ___
	Q. Repetitive work on computers can cause wrist ache, neck fatigue, and carpal tunnel syndrome.

	19. Specific Purpose: ___
	R. Computer injuries

	20. Central Idea: ___
	S. To inform

	
	T. To explain to my audience why 32,000 Americans are immobilized every year because they work on computers


