Database Program Evaluation


Directions: Examine the following items and determine which ones you feel are important for your class situation. Place an X on each line for which the software meets your needs.


Product Name			Manufacturer			Grade Level		


Hardware


		1.	Memory needed


		2.	Computer compatibility


		3.	Printer compatibility


		4.	Hard drive capacity


		5.	Processing speed


Features


		1.	Selection of field types


		2.	Sorting


		a.	Alphabetic


		b.	Numeric


		c.	Chronological


		d.	Reverse order


		e.	To screen and printer


		3.	Changing and updating


		4.	Searching


		a.	Alphabetic


		b.	Numeric


		c.	And-or


		d.	Using multiple criteria


		5.	Deleting and adding fields


		6.	Printing


		7.	Calculation


		8.	Mail merge


		9.	Copy and paste


		10.	Capacity to generate reports


		11.	�Publishing your database on the Web


Flexibility


		1.	Speed of search


		2.	Ease of changing fields


		3.	Ease of adding new fields


		4.	Size requirements


		a.	Field size


		b.	Characters per field


		c.	Number of records in a file


		5.	Display vs. printing


		a.	Can display selected fields


		b.	Selective printing


Ease of Use


		1.	Help screens


		2.	Tutorial disk


		3.	Easy printer setup


		4.	Automatic save


		5.	Warning question


Consumer Value


		1.	Cost


		2.	Lab packs or on-site licensing


Support


		1.	Technical


		2.	Tutorial material


		3.	Lab packs


		4.	Templates


		5.	Prepared software


		6.	Readable manual


		a.	Activities


		b.	Lesson plans


		c.	Tutorial


		d.	Index


Rating Scale


Rate the database program by placing a check on the appropriate line.


Excellent ____________ Very good ____________ Good ____________ Fair ____________ Poor ____________


Comments:


