
The Colonization and Decolonization of Africa :  1878,  191 4 ,  20 02

The industrialization of the West was one factor that caused the colonization of Asia and Africa in
the late 1800s and early 1900s. This map and its insets show that Africa was largely controlled by
its indigenous peoples in 1878 (inset) but had by 1914 (larger map) become almost totally
subjugated and divided into colonies by the European powers. Then, after World War II, the
momentum shifted. Independence movements led to decolonization. Now there are no colonies
left in Africa. Thus the West’s domination of the world has weakened.

Source: Perry Marvin, Myra Chase, James R. Jacob, Margaret C. Jacob, and Theodore H. Von Laue. Western Civilization: Ideas,
Politics and Society, Fourth Edition. Copyright 1992 by Houghton Mifflin Company. Adapted with permission.
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