The Faithful Wife and the Woman Warrior

A Tiwa (Pueblo) Indian story, reported by Elsie Clews Parsons, 1940. Summary.
Two Apache warrior friends are going off on a raid against an enemy tribe. Blue Hawk is married to the chief’s daughter, and Red Hawk is single. Once they are away from the village, Red Hawk suggests that Blue Hawk’s wife sleeps around when he is not there, because that’s how women are. Blue Hawk insists that his wife is true to him. Red Hawk says he’ll bet that if he goes back alone, Blue Hawk’s wife will sleep with him. Blue Hawk accepts the bet, and the two return to the vicinity of the village, where Blue Hawk hides while Red Hawk rides in alone.


Red Hawk tries to make Blue Hawk’s wife interested in him, but she just ignores him. He turns to an old woman of the village and asks if there is any way she can help him see the young wife when she has no clothes on. The old woman complies and goes to Blue Hawk’s wife, pretending to be poor and in need of shelter. The young woman feels sorry for her and takes her in. During the night the old woman observes that the young woman’s anatomy is peculiar: She has a long, gold braid coming out of her stomach and a black spot on her backbone. The old woman returns to Red Hawk and tells him what she saw. Red Hawk rides out to Blue Hawk and confronts him with the details of his wife’s body as proof that he slept with her. Blue Hawk believes him and is depressed. The two men return to the village. Blue Hawk gives Red Hawk all his possessions, much to the surprise of his wife. He then fills a big trunk with supplies and asks his wife to jump in the trunk, too. He explains that they are going on a trip and the trunk will protect her skin from the sun. Once they are away from the village, Blue Hawk dumps the trunk in the nearest river and goes back to the tribe with no explanation of where his wife has gone. This upsets her father, who guesses that foul play has occurred. He arranges for Blue Hawk to fall into a deep hole.


Blue Hawk’s wife is not dead, however; she is rescued by a fisherman and enters a new phase of her life. Disguised as a man, she becomes a famous warrior. With the help of witchcraft she kills all enemies of her tribe and returns to her father’s village. She reveals her true identity and asks for Blue Hawk, who is still in the hole and near death from starvation. She embraces him, tells her side of the story, and asks that Red Hawk and the old woman, as well as two wild ponies, be brought forth. Red Hawk and the woman are tied to the ponies; the horses are then let free, and the two culprits are torn to pieces.
Study Questions


1.
Compare Othello and “The Faithful Wife.” Is there a significant difference between Shakespeare’s vision of jealousy and that of the American Indian storyteller? Are there any significant similarities?


2.
Is jealousy a vice in itself? Why or why not? Is jealousy ever appropriate, and what kind of action might it in that case suggest?


3.
The French writer La Rochefoucauld once said, “Il y a dans la jalousie plus d’amour propre que d’amour” (In jealousy there is more of self-love than love). Do you agree? Why or why not?

