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Architect
Adam Church is one of New York’s hottest young architects. At age thirty-six, he has already made his mark on the city’s skyline with several high profile commissions. His firm’s latest project, a towering office building with multi-use ground space and several top floors of residential units, is his most ambitious to date. 

"I began designing when I was very young," says Church. "I was very drawn to forms and shapes within urban environments. I saw my first book on Frank Lloyd Wright, and I was hooked." 
Church also credits Phillip Johnson’s work as part of his early influence. It was Johnson’s work that made him decide to move to New York from his native Los Angeles. "I was twenty-two years old and didn’t know how much I didn’t know," he quips. 

Church keeps a frenetic pace that only amplifies his natural enthusiasm. Always close at hand is his mini-laptop computer. "I need to be in contact with my team twenty-four hours a day," he says. "On a project of this size communication is crucial." 

Church estimates he answers up to twenty emails before breakfast. After that there are phone calls to return and engagements to keep. Tonight he’s been asked to be a panelist at a forum for young people interested in the field of architecture. "I’m definitely keeping that one," he says. 

So, what is his advice for aspiring architects? "Learn the hardware of design so that you can bring anything you imagine to life. A desktop computer with AutoCAD software is a tool I wish I had when I was coming up," he says. "Beyond that, study the masters, be observant, and be daring. Then," he adds with a smirk, "if you find you’re extremely talented stay out of New York. I don’t need the competition." 


