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Instructor


Mark Flynn smiles when he calls himself an ‘agricultural academic.' However, the University of Illinois grad student is completely serious when he adds, "My goal is to help feed the world." 

Flynn, the son of a successful farming family from Kansas, doesn’t bother to elaborate on 

his statement. To him and many of his peers, agricultural science is nothing less than a humanitarian crusade. Students here are convinced that the science of production and efficiency can vastly improve the nutritional value of food for millions of people. And that, they contend, is a cause worth pursuing. 
"One of the greatest things I’ve been involved with here," says Flynn, "is the distance learning program. We’re able to offer information and assistance on an almost instantaneous basis to farmers across the globe." 

Distance learning, or ‘DL,’ generally involves the use of the Internet to provide information or classroom instruction to people whom otherwise would not have access to the material. For Flynn, who has already accepted a part-time teaching position at Kansas State University when he graduates, DL is quite possibly the next revolutionary phase in the advancement of food production. 

"If you can imagine my great-great-grandfather," says Flynn, "exchanging ideas with his neighbors when they happened to meet in town, then you might have some sense of how slowly information moved. Those men were at the mercy of potential trouble spots at every turn. Today we know more and can move faster, and that reduces some of the risks associated with farming." 

Flynn is part of the DL pilot program at U of I that provides a live person online to answer questions during regular business hours. The program has been so successful that next year Flynn will head a team of instructors' aids and grad students in a similar program at Kansas. 

Computers are here to stay in the farming business," says Flynn. "Global interaction is simply the next step." 

Flynn plans to work part-time at his family's farm in addition to his teaching. One day he will take control of the family business. "That’s a while off yet," says Flynn. "My dad’s nowhere near ready to throw in the ol’ combine." 

When asked if he expects to pass the family business on to his child, this fifth generation farmer says, "I would pass it to my son or daughter if that’s what they wanted to do. One thing’s certain technology will continue to advance and play a larger and larger role in farming operations. The other thing I know," says Flynn proudly, "is that farming will always be a noble profession." 


