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Social Worker
Karen Wong will tell you that her work can be very difficult. “But,” says the Florida based social worker, “it can also be the most fulfilling job I can think of.” Wong, who has a degree in sociology, began her career working in the state’s children’s protective services division. “That job could be heart-wrenching,” she admits, “but I also realized how much of a difference I could make.” 

Today Wong places children with various adoption agencies. “The process has changed quite a bit since I came into the field,” she says. “We’re linked to agencies all across the country. We have access to better information, and that speeds the adoption process.” 
Wong is provided with a laptop computer that gives her access to a database of children available for adoption and keeps her in touch with her office. “I usually work from home three to four days a week,” she says. “I’m also on the road a good deal of the time.” 

The virtual office-with regard to social work-is new to the field, Wong claims. She believes it’s made her job easier. “I can do away with a thirty to forty minute commute each way,” she says. “Through email I have direct contact with people in many different locations.” 

Wong vividly remembers what her office was like early in her career. “We worked with an antiquated filing system, some very old typewriters, and rotary phones. That seems like a lifetime ago,” she says. Wong is, however, able to recognize what hasn’t changed in her field. “The basic office work is the same, and so is the result. Children find loving parents. That’s the part I take home every day.” 


