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Web Designer
“Now you gotta’ admit that’s cool,” says Michael Claibourne as he situates a new computer onto his workstation. “An office that looks sharp reflects the image I need to project to clients. This computer looks like it’s going a hundred miles an hour when it’s standing still. And that’s exactly how I feel.” 

After months of working out of his small one bedroom apartment, Claibourne, a Web designer, has taken the next step in the evolution of his business. “I was doing well working from my place,” says Claibourne. “But you can never feel good about having prospective clients step over your cat or sit on the edge of the bed as you run a demo for them.  This place is going to be office nirvana.” 
It’s difficult not to get caught up in Claibourne’s enthusiasm. With low overhead and a growing reputation, his future prospects look bright. Currently, he is working on a number of projects for several different companies. 

“My biggest commission to date was for a site I developed for a real estate broker,” says Claibourne. “She wanted a lot of bells and whistles in a simple and organized format. It was fun and has brought me a lot of referral business.” 

Claibourne’s current projects include a Web site for a media company that provides research material. “Adding a database to a Web site involves a lot of programming,” says Claibourne. “I’ll do a portion of the code but then farm the rest out to a sub-contractor. My job will be to edit their work while building the Flash portion of the site.” 

Claibourne estimates he spends up to nine hours a day on his computer. “It might sound strange, but this kind of work can be very physically demanding,” he says. “Proper ergonomic placement of the equipment is important. You also need a good keyboard-like the one on my new system. When you’re writing code all-day the little things count. Oh,” he adds, “and invest in a good chair and join a health club. It should be obvious why you need both.” 


