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A significant increase in the nunber of divorces has
af fected how divorces are granted. In sone states, |aws
have been adopted in which no fault for the divorce is
filed by either party. The court may recogni ze a nutua
agreenent by both parties to end the nmarri age because of
irreconcil able differences.

The party who asks for the divorce nust neet certain
resi dency requirenents in the state in which he or she is
seeking relief. In addition, the party nust have statutory
grounds for the action. The |egal grounds for divorce vary
according to state laws. The statutory grounds may i ncl ude
adultery, cruel and inhuman treatnent, habitual al cohol or
drug use, insanity, abandonnent, or inprisonnent.

Dependi ng on the state |law, the actual procedure for
di vorce or dissolution of a marriage may vary. The process
for civil litigation is followed, beginning with serving a
sumons and conpl aint on the defendant. The law firm often
hires a process server to personally serve the sunmpns on
the defendant. A nenorandum of a separation agreenent or a
complaint is filed with the clerk of the court. An index
nunber that is used on all subsequent papers in the case
i s assigned by court clerk.

In an uncontested divorce, the defendant will fail to
answer the conplaint. The attorney for the plaintiff may
apply for a judgnent by default. In a contested divorce,
civil actions continue with depositions, notions, witten
interrogatories, stipulations between attorneys, and a

trial in court.
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