Preface

BACKGROUND

Anthropology is little without powerful portrayals of foreign peoples and cultures.
For beginning students, the wonder of learning about different ways of life can be
both thrilling and provocative. The range of human diversity both stretches our
envelope of understanding and prods us to reconsider our own beliefs and prac-
tices. Over the years, a number of short books have filled this role in anthropology
by exposing students to potent examples of cultural variety. Often, these works take
the form of an ethnographic case study—a book-length description of a group of
people who live in a foreign country or in underappreciated circumstances closer
to home. For teaching purposes, these condensed ethnographies form useful com-
plements and counterpoints to the textbooks that are commonly used in anthro-
pology courses. By nature, textbooks tend to be expansive in scope but less
nuanced in portraying individual societies or cultures. By contrast, this is just what
a short ethnography is designed to do. But even short ethnographies can be
densely detailed. In part, this is because authors want to impart as much informa-
tion as possible. And in part, it’s because an anthropologist’s scholarly reputation
can suffer if his or her work is not packed with description.

In the present book, I consider myself fortunate to swim against this tide. First,
I have already had the opportunity to lay a scholarly foundation by writing a num-
ber of academic books and articles about both the Gebusi and their culture area in
Melanesia, which lies to the north and northeast of Australia in the Pacific Ocean.
Second, I have accumulated many experiences and documented many stories
among the Gebusi that have not yet been published. Finally, [ am fortunate that the
Gebusi are—as I hope you will agree—an amazing, intriguing, fascinating, diffi-
cult, and quite wonderful people. As such, I feel privileged to write a book designed
to capture poignant and sometimes dramatic aspects of Gebusi lives as well as of
my own experiences when I lived among them.

Over time, I have come to believe that Gebusi experiences and my own pro-
vide insight into issues addressed in undergraduate anthropology courses. In
addition to general topics such as subsistence, kinship, economics, politics, reli-
gion, and art, these include the aims and methods of anthropological fieldwork,
the personal challenges and moral dilemmas of conducting ethnography, and the
ways in which local people become enmeshed with wider influences and larger
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regions. Finally, and perhaps most importantly, because my experiences with the
Gebusi have spanned a large arc of social and cultural transformation—from their
remote isolation in the early 1980s to their active engagement with national and
global lifestyles in the late 1990s—their development illustrates key issues in the
study of social and cultural change.

During my adult life, this book has grown up with me, both personally and
professionally. Over the past several years, it has been a pleasure for me to write it.
I hope you will find it at turns both informative and enjoyable—and in the best of
all worlds, both of these at once.

KEY FEATURES

This book contains a wide range of reference materials, instructional information,
and links to Web-based photographs and text entries that have been specially de-
signed for use by students and instructors.

Notes and References

For those who wish to check or remind themselves about the identity of an indi-
vidual mentioned in the book, an alphabetical List of Persons in the endmatter
provides this information. Further information about topics and issues discussed
in the book can be found in the Notes section that follows the main text. For easy
reference, main topics are boldfaced in the Notes. Readers can skim these bold-
face entries to find specific topics of interest and may also find information con-
cerning a specific reference or passage in the main text by consulting the “Notes
to pages X-Y” indicators at the top of each page of the Notes section. In addition
to providing contextual information, the Notes contain wide-ranging citations
concerning broader topics and issues in the comparative study of societies and
cultures. These sources are compiled and listed in the References section at the
end of the book. Taken together, the endnotes and their references can guide stu-
dents and teachers who wish to use this book for developing paper topics or com-
pleting course assignments—as well as for conducting independent investigations
or simply to satisfy the reader’s curiosity regarding practices or beliefs described
in the main text.

For those who wish to pursue deeper investigation concerning the Gebusi
specifically, principal publications concerning them are summarized toward the
beginning of the notes and are listed with full citations in the References. These
works contain detailed accounts of many aspects of Gebusi society and culture as
well as comparative and theoretical assessments of their broader significance.

Topical Guide for Instructors

For teachers, a Topical Guide for Instructors is included in the endmatter of this
book. This provides a topical teaching outline of the book’s chapters plus a corre-
spondence list between the chapters of this book and the chapters of five
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commonly used anthropology textbooks. As the guide suggests, The Gebusi can be
read in chapter-by-chapter conjunction with major textbooks. The book can also
be read as a whole and then referred to by topic in conjunction with lectures or
assignments that pertain to a specific chapter or section of a given textbook. The
page edges of the Topical Guide for Instructors have been shaded to facilitate easy
reference.

Web Site Image Library

Of special note is the Web Site Image Library that has been configured for students
and instructors who use this book. More than three hundred quality photographs of
the Gebusi that my wife and I took are posted in thumbnail and in enlarged format
in the book’s Web pages, along with contextualizing descriptions and further ethno-
graphic information. Organized by chapter for easy reference, the photos and
descriptive information allow readers to undertake a visual journey into the lives
and practices of the Gebusi. The photographs follow the development of individu-
als, events, and practices as they emerge within and between sections of the book. A
categorical table of contents for the Gebusi Web pages can be found following this
book’s own table of contents. The corpus of Gebusi photos and descriptions is also
indexed by both topic and name. As such, the student or instructor can easily locate
images that pertain to a specific anthropological topic or to follow the moods and
changes of a specific individual over time.

Together, the combination of photos and related textual information provides
what we hope will be a new avenue for Web-based ethnographic instruction and
student interest. The McGraw-Hill Web pages for The Gebusi are viewable with
unrestricted access at http://www.mhhe.com/knauftl.

Sound Clips

Selected sound clips of Gebusi music can be found under “Gebusi Research” on
the author’s home page (type “Bruce Knauft” in <http://www.google.com>).
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