Part One
Music in Early North America

1
North American Indian Music

Chapter Overview

The chapter emphasizes the variety of musics produced by the many North American Indian cultures and the essential role music—intimately associated with dance, celebration, games, work, or prayer—plays in their lives.  Songs may be accompanied by sound instruments, some of which, including the Navajo flute and several percussion instruments, are described.  The repetition of musical phrases is compared with the repetition of geometric designs in basketry and weaving.  The chapter concludes with references to contemporary developments among Native American musicians, including those reflecting Western classical or popular traditions.

Listening Examples

2. Yeibichai Chant Song

3. Sioux Grass Dance

Suggestions for Further Listening

Records produced by:

Canyon Records, 4143 North Sixteenth Street, Phoenix, AZ 85016

Indian House, P.O. Box 472, Taos, NM

Smithsonian Folkways, Smithsonian Institutions, L’Enfant Plaza, Washington, DC

AKINA Productions, P.O. Box 1595, Tempe, AZ  85280

Sound of America Records, P.O. Box 8606, Albuquerque, NM 87198

Terms to Review

call and response

vocables

falsetto

powwow

Key Figures

Carlos Nakai

Louis Ballard

Other Figures in Classical Music
John Kim Bell


Brent Michael Davids

Edward Wapp

Other Figures in Popular Music
John Trudell

Black Lodge Singers

Burning Sky

December Wind

Sharon Burch

Joanne Shenandoah

XIT

Keith Secola

Karen Therese

Clan/destine

Navajo blanket

Plains Indian dance
Decorated Northern Plains Indian flute
Two Northwest Coast carved wooden rattles

  R. Carlos Nakai
Critical Thinking
What specific characteristics of the Native American music you have heard distinguish it from the European or American classical or popular music you are familiar with?

What influences in modern American life can you suggest that may have affected Native American music?  What changes would such influences cause?

Further Topics for Essay or Discussion

1.
Why do you suppose the music of Native Americans has not been more influential on the development of music in North America?  To what do you attribute recent interest in Native American music?

2.
Compare the role of musical instruments in Native American music and in other American popular, religious, and art music.

3.
Can you identify any popular or concert music pieces that reflect the influence of Native American music?

4.
Compare the place of music in Native American life with the roles music plays in Western cultures.
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