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THE RECENT MAINSTREAM
Chapter Overview

Recent years have experienced rapid and significant changes in the visual arts, literature, theater, and dance as well as in music, all of the arts developing close interrelationships.  Foreign influences and sophisticated electronic techniques continue to expand the meanings and concepts of art.  Women have an increasing presence in every field of music.  Orchestras seek closer communication with audiences even as they seek ways to introduce new musical concepts.
Listening Example

80. William Schuman: “Chester” (from New England Tryptich)





  81.  Gwyneth Walker:  “Maggie and Millie and Molly and May”  

Optional Listening Example
Steve Reich: Drumming
Suggestions for Further Listening

William Schuman: American Festival Overture

Schuman: “Chester” Overture for Symphonic Band
Schuman: William Billings Overture

Elliott Carter: String Quartet no. 2

Carter: Holiday Overture

Philip Glass: Music in Fifths
Glass: Music with Changing Parts
Ellen Taafe Zwilich:  Symphony No. 1

Libby Larson:  Deep Summer Music
Term to Review

minimalism

Key Figures

William Schuman

Lou Harrison
Terry Riley

Philip Glass

Gwyneth Walker

Visuals

Robert Smithson:  Spiral Jetty
Philip Glass

Gwyneth Walker
Critical Thinking

Do you share Charles Ives’s scorn for “music that sounds pretty,” or do you agree with Lou Harrison’s concept that accessible melodies are the audience’s “take-home pay”?

The performance artist Laurie Anderson has said, “Writing about music is like dancing about architecture.”  How do you interpret her thought?

The New York Times art critic Hilton Kramer said, “The more minimal the art, the more maximum the explanation.”  What do you think he meant, and do you agree?


Do you imagine that women entering such traditionally male professions as orchestral conductor, for example, face obstacles their male colleagues do not experience?  If so, what might these obstacles be?  How might they be addressed (by women and/or by men)? 

Further Topics for Essay or Discussion
1. What reasons can you suggest for the difficulty even mainstream American composers experience today in having their works performed?

2. In what ways has modern technology affected the various arts?

3. What relationship can you recognize between certain visual, literary, or performance arts and music?
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