[Chapter 4]

Where's The Error?

Careless Carol is applying a Duragesic transdermal system to a patient. The
doctor’s order reads “Duragesic 50 mcg/h transdermal system”. The label for the
product selected by Carol is shown below. Remembering that patches need to
be applied to hairless areas, Carol shaves an area on the patient’s upper arm
before applying the patch. Other than a little razor burn, she does a good job of
shaving the area, and is quite proud of the fact that no blood loss occurs. She
applies the patch and records the time on the patient’s chart.

When Carol stops in to record vital signs later in the day, she notices that the
patient’s respiration is dangerously slower than normal. She looks up the side
effects of Duragesic, and notes that one of the effects is to decrease respiratory
rate. She correctly determines that the Duragesic is causing this reaction. She
reads the package insert, and finds that the dose ordered is correct for the
patient. She asks you to help her figure out why the respiratory rate has
dropped so low. Where’s the error?
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In vivo delivery of 50ug/h fentanyl for 72 hours

copolymer, silicone adhesive between polyester backings.

Apply immediately upon removal from pouch.
Do not store unpouched or above 77°F (25°C).

For your convenience in recording narcotic use,
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Inactive Ingredients: Hydroxyethyl cellulose, ethylene vinyl-acetate

Dosage: For information for use, see accompanying product literature.
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[NOT FOR ACUTE OR POSTOPERATIVE USE]

NSN#6505-01-335-9390
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5mg fentanyl and 0.2m alcohol USP
DO NOT USE IF SEAL ON POUCH IS BROKEN
KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN

through Friday, or visit our website at www.Duragesic.com.
Manufactured by: Distributed by:

ALZA Corporation Janssen Pharmaceutica Products, L.P.
Mountain View, CA 94043 Titusville, N.J 08560

© Janssen 2000

For questions concerning this product please call the Janssen One to One Customer
Action Center™ at 1-800-JANSSEN (1-800-526-7736) 9 AM. to 5 P.M. EST, Monday



