The following emails can be used for an exercise in analyzing qualitative data. 

Date - Thursday July 29, 2004 6:32pm

Title – Kris from the Ghan

 Hey everyone, I don't have a lot of time so I must be brief.  It's pretty nuts here till about the 15th of Aug then I can phone maybe once a week or so but I'll write as many e-mails as I can.  So what can I say?  I made it here in one piece.  It was a very long trip and not the most comfortable.  Camp Mirage was like walking into a Sauna room with a winter jacket on, it was 125 degrees there.  I arrived to Afghanistan camp Julien on Wednesday.  I've been sleeping good as I'm still jet lagged.  It is hot here, you don't stop sweating.  It gets to like 95 by 7 am and then up to the mid 120s by the afternoon.  My bunk space isn't much but it's a place to hang my head.  A 6 by 8 cell is what I have but I am close to Jeff and all my buddies.  Driving downtown Kabul is no treat. I think Afghanistan produces dust for the entire world.  It is nuts down there.  Like driving on the wrong side of the road against oncoming traffic while someone is hitting you with a blow torch and there is a burning pile of s--- under your nose.  It stinks here.  I've seen already people bathing in ditches or more like sewers.  They hang their meat on hooks down town and it is covered with dust flies and who knows what else.  On a good note the camp is pretty good.  The food is alright and the activities are ok.  I won't have a lot of down time as I work on a 5-day workweek and hopefully I get a morning or afternoon off on one of these days.  I can't wait till we get more English people here. Even this computer is all in French and so is the keyboard so sorry if there are typos.  I miss you guys back home everyday but it feels like I am really a part of something great here despite the inhumane territory.  Anyways I gotta go to breakfast.  It is 5am here.  I am 10 and a half hours 
ahead of you.

 Gods Speed and Best Wishes
Love Kris
P.S. - Not to scare you all but, my first night here we had 3 RPGs fly over the camp and land half a mile away. I have also witnessed people getting beaten by the local police here for being idiots on the road, most of them deserved it though. I'll get pics for you as soon as I figure this computer out and I have time.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date - Tues August 3rd 2004   11:24 am

Title - Hello from Kabul Afghanistan

 Hey!  What is new and how is work going?  Man I am so busy here.   120 hr work weeks with no days off, I hope that will make the tour go by fast.  I was driving downtown Kabul for the last two days.  I cannot even describe to you what I see.  I think Kabul is the world producer of dust.  I think the poorest bum or hobo at home does not even have it as bad as these people.  The traffic is insane and so are the people, bikes, scooters, goats, and donkeys.  There are 5 traffic circles guarded by cops because all 3 traffic lights in the city are broken.  All they do is sit, smoke pot and beat the odd pedestrian.  I saw 3 people on the side of the road today take a dump in plain eyesight ...gross.   They kids are everywhere and they play this game with us, it seems like when were going 30 mph they run out in front of us and touch our spare tire.  I am just lucky I have not killed anyone yet. You do not signal or drive on a certain side of the road, you do not have time to check your mirrors, it is just survival of the fittest. Kabul is in really high threat right now. The Taliban is recruiting suicide bombers.  We have Apache helicopters and ground forces patrolling the area in search of this activity. Also another rocket was launched at the camp last night and it landed one mile south of the hospital, no one was hurt.  Thank God those things are not accurate.  We were told that if we see anyone taking pics of us while in the city or of the camp we are to arrest them and confiscate their photo or video.  So sure enough today some Afghani was taking photos of me in the Bison and of our convoy so we called it in and they caught them.  They were directly linked to the Taliban and other terrorist groups, man talk about hitting home, that was an eye opener.  Anyway enough about that, I am receiving your e-mails and love getting them.  I am healthy, have all my stuff, busy and doing well.  My personal opinion of this country however is well........ you know me.  Anyway I have to go to bed because tomorrow I am escorting people to the airport. I think it's the Belgians this time.
Love Always Kris
I got an email from Matt.  He is doing fine.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date - Saturday August 7th 2004 6:07am

Title - Hey parents

 How is everything?  Well same old here, work is long and hot and sweaty but it passes the time.  There was an explosion today near where I was driving, a car bomb I missed by about 5min. as they passed the exact spot 5 min before, oh well what do you expect from 
this place?  I am fine, getting climatized, the food is good and I sleep better.  I try to write in my journal whenever I can, it is hard though as I work a lot, it seems when I am not at work I crash sound asleep.  I don't really have a lot of spare time which is good because the time goes by fast but bad cause I don't get a lot of time for you.  Oh well I hope to get some more spare time on Monday so I hope I can mail you then.  I am taking lots 
of pics and plan to make a cd of them when I get a chance.  Anyways have to run.  I have a meeting in 15 min and then go pick up Matt G. from the hurk that is landing.
Love Kris
Say hi to everyone for me

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date - Thursday August 12th 2004 10:53 am

Title - Hey

Hi, it's me.  I only have a couple of min to write.  Work here is nuts.  We have had numerous rocket attacks around Kabul and this route that I had just drove on had a car bomb 5 min after I was there... that was 3 days ago.   Tonight I came within inches of squashing a mother and 3 kids as they stepped out right in front of my bison and I slammed the breaks...it's a miracle I didn't hit them.  I am getting tired as I have not been getting much sleep because of the constant action around Kabul.  It is getting hotter here by the day and I hate it.  Our stupid unit is also putting the screws to us.  Like trying to make us do crappy jobs when we get some down time.  If they only knew what I have to do on a day-to-day basis.  It makes me sick.  I plan on putting in my release next month to hopefully be out of the army by March or April.  I can't stand all the stupid rules and all the army BS I have to put up with.  I'm stressed out enough. Why do they have to try to make my life worse?  Anyway I want to start school by fall of 2005, if you could find out when I have to register that would be great and costs.  With the money I make here I plan to pay all my 
debts and the money remaining put towards school.   I must go and I'll write to you again when I have a chance.
Love Kris
Hope you guys are doing fine and yes I am over my cold and eating lots of fruits and veggies but I think I've lost weight already.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Date - Sunday November 28 2004 7:40 am

Title - Hey Parents

Hey Mom and Dad, how are you guys doing?  I'm doing well, this place still sucks but I guess I'm used to it cause I'm right back into the groove of things.  Yesterday I missed a firefight by like 2 mins, if I wasn't in my bison I think we would have been hit but they hit the Americans behind us. The only people who died were 3 of the Taliban guys, talk about getting back into the groove of things eh???  Thanks for the pics, they are great motivation for me.  I am working on another movie and have some other projects.  I hope to get that thing from the University soon so I can start on that.  Jeff goes to Australia on Monday but I still have loads of friends here.  Hope you guys are doing great with work and everything, have you heard from Matty lately?  
Well I must go; the pharmacy officer and I are supposed to watch a movie together (I think she still likes me).  
Talk to you soon.
Kris

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Date - Tuesday November 30th 2004 8:40 am

Title - To a Mother and Father from a Son halfway across the world!

It was really good to hear from you again, yea things have been getting a little hairy in the last few days, some firefights and whatnot, oh well I just do what I do and carry on.  My bison broke down today.  I think they sent half the military to come get me and my crew, the fuel pump broke but it is fixed now, I was stranded in Taliban country for about 3 hours. Oh well I'm safe now so I'll just forget about it and move on. Tell Dad it wasn't a date, cripes there's no where to go.  Hahaha.  No I have just been watching movies and spending some time with her.  She is a really nice person and mature which is a nice change.  Tomorrow I pick up Ray from the airport.  Jeff left which sucks hard but I still have a few good buddies here.  Oh well must go to bed, I have to be up bright and early before the Afghanis start praying.  Wish Auntie Linda my best and say hi to everyone at the church for me.
Love Kris

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date - Sunday December 19 2004 7:15am

Title - Hey

Hey Mom and Dad,

How are you guys doing?  I'm good, busy as usual. The camp may shut down for a couple days for Christmas so they are driving our noses into the grindstone now.  I'm at my shift at the hospital.  Some general came down today to see us so that was kinda cool.  I should be getting my medal next month with a promotion.  I can't wait to go home, this place is kinda dreary now with Christmas around the corner. They're trying to make it Christmasy but it doesn't seem like the holidays at all.  Oh well next year.  So yea, when I get back I'm still planning on going snowboarding with Jeff and Matt G. and then thinking about Las Vegas the first part of April as soon as I get out.  Only like 105 days left, I can't wait.  Tomorrow I'm blowing some more stuff up with the Engineers and then I may get a day off to work on my Essay.  I'm finding it hard to concentrate on it with everything happening here and stuff but I'm determined to get it done so It WILL GET DONE.  Anyway I'm gonna go to supper now, I think they may be serving steak for a treat, it's probably camel meat.  If you hear from Matt tell him I say hi and I miss him but yea, I gotta get going.

Love Kris

Hope you guys are staying healthy, every Tom, Dick and Harry is sick here but I'm not.

�E-mail written by Cpl. K. Denninger to his parents, based at Camp Julien in Afghanistan from July 2004 to February 2005, used with permission. 





