Composer: George Frideric Handel

Title: Excerpts from Messiah, Part 1

Recitative: "Comfort ye, my people"

Although Handel called this a recitative, it lies somewhere between an accompanied recitative and an aria (or "air") in style. The expressive orchestral introduction and accompaniment, and the repetition of phrases of the text for dramatic or emotional emphasis, suggest an air. However, the delivery is straightforward, with no vocal embellishment or virtuosic display; and the piece ends abruptly with a short section in the dry recitative style, in preparation for the air which follows.

Text: "Comfort ye, my people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned. The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God."

Air: "Ev'ry valley shall be exalted"

Unlike the preceding piece, there is a clear formal design, A B A' B', the B section beginning with the words, "The crooked straight." The text is shorter than that of the recitative, but the piece is significantly longer, since the words are often repeated. The piece abounds with word painting, typical of the drama-conscious Baroque. Words such as "crooked," "mountain," and "low" are imaginatively set, although never at the expense of musical integrity. The vocal virtuosity expected in an aria or air is confined to the word "exalted," where it is dramatically meaningful.

Text: "Ev'ry valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill made low: The crooked straight and the rough places plain."

