Composer: J. S. Bach

Title: Gavotte from French Suite no. V in G Major

Type of Composition: One movement from a suite of dance pieces for keyboard

Tempo: moderato

Form: binary (a a b b)

A gavotte is a French dance which became popular at the court of Louis XIV. It is in quadruple meter, and begins on the third beat of the measure. Bach and other composers often included a stylized gavotte in their keyboard suites.

Using the Italian terms which indicated that country's influence upon Baroque composers, Bach indicated that the mood of this movement is "dolce e tranquillo"—sweet and tranquil. The two sections are closely related: melodic material in the second is derived from the first. The opening motive of the second section is an inversion of the opening motive of the piece.

The first section begins in G (tonic) and ends in D (dominant). It is repeated. The second section begins in D and ends in G. It, too, is repeated.

