Composer: Josquin Desprez

Title: "Ave Maria"

Type of Composition: Renaissance motet

Form: Through-composed

Texture: Imitative polyphony with occasional homorhythmic passages. The voices frequently enter in pairs. Notice the overlapping of phrases.

Melody: A Gregorian melody is treated freely, altered and embellished according to Josquin's artistic intentions. Each voice has equal melodic responsibility.

Rhythm: The "pulse" of the first and last portions of the motet suggests a duple pattern, while the section beginning "Et benedicta" and ending "quae lacta verunt regem regem" implies triple time.

Harmony: Notice the absence of the third at important cadence points and the manner in which the third is sounded, and then abandoned, at the end of the composition.

Text:

"Ave Maria, gratis plena, Dominus

"Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord

tecum, benedicta tu in mulieribus,

is with thee; blessed art thou among

et benedictus fructus ventris tui,

women, and blessed the fruit of

Jesu Christus, Filius Dei vivi. Et

thy womb, Jesus Christ, Son of the

benedicta sint beata ubera tua,

living God. And blessed be thy

quae lacta verunt regem regem, et

breasts, that have suckled the King

Dominum Deum nostrum."

of Kings and the Lord our God."

