Composer: Christopher Willibald von Gluck

Title: "Che farò senza Euridice" from Orfeo ed Euridice

Type of Composition: aria

Form: Modified strophic. There are three stanzas, andante in tempo, separated by poignant adagio phrases. The first and second stanzas set the first two lines of text to essentially the same music; the third stanza also sets the first two lines of the text, but the vocal line and accompaniment are modified.

Timbre: Contralto, accompanied by chamber orchestra, including continuo. Although Gluck eventually rescored the part of Orpheus for the tenor voice, the prevailing custom today is to have the part sung in its original version by a contralto. (Modem audiences apparently share the "reform" composer's paradoxical preference for a particular timbre at the obvious expense of verisimilitude.)

Texture: Homophonic. The function of the bass line is more harmonic than melodical and the accompaniment basically consists of simple "broken chords."

Melody: The lyrical melody line is scarcely embellished, the simplest of ornaments enhancing its grace without interfering with the delivery of the text or with the serious nature of the aria. Indeed, this aria exemplifies the "beautiful simplicity" for which Gluck strove.

Text:


"Che farò senza Euridice?


"What will I do without Euridice?


Dove andro senza il mio ben?

How can I live without my love?


Euridice! Euridice!


Euridice! Euridice!


Oh Dio! Rispondi! Rispondi!

Oh God! Answer me! Answer me!


Is son pure il tuo fidele!


I am ever faithful!


Ah! Non m'avenza piu soccorso.

Ah! Nothing can help me.


Piu speranza, ne dal mondo,

There is no hope left on earth


ne dal ciel!"



or in heaven!"

