Composer: George Frideric Handel

Title: "Piangero la sorte mia" ("I bemoan my cruel fate") from Giulio Cesare

Type of Composition: operatic aria

Form: da capo

Timbre: soprano, with orchestral accompaniment

Cleopatra sings this aria early in Act III of Giulio Cesare, when she has been captured by Ptolemy and believes that her beloved Caesar is dead. The first part of the aria is somber, the mood subdued, as Cleopatra mourns her fate. The meter is triple, the tempo slow. Some of Cleopatra's poignant phrases are expressively echoed by the violin in the accompanying ensemble. A short instrumental passage brings the first section to a close.

The mid-section of the aria is stormy and dramatic, with a fast tempo and a rather heavily accented duple meter. Cleopatra's agitation is reflected in the instrumental accompaniment, and in her virtuosic vocal display. She vows to haunt Ptolemy after her death, in vengeance for his treatment of her and of her beloved.

The first section returns, with improvised melodic embellishments in both the voice and the instruments. Sensitive performers agree that modest ornamentation is best suited to the serious, resigned mood of this aria.

