Composer: John Philip Sousa

Title: "The Stars and Stripes Forever"

Type of Composition: a march

Meter: Duple. The two beats per measure, with an accent on the first, correspond to the standard marching pattern, LEFT-right-LEFT-right.

Dynamics: The march begins at a moderate dynamic level, which prevails through the first two strains. The trio begins softly, but each repetition is louder (piano to forte to fortissimo), as instruments are added to the ensemble and all play more loudly.

Form: A series of melodic strains, in the order:

First strain

(Repeat)

Second strain

(Repeat)

Trio

Break

Trio plus countermelody

Break

Trio plus new countermelody

After a brief introduction, the first melodic section, or strain, begins with four repeated notes in the rapid rhythmic pattern LONG-short-LONG-LONG. This section is repeated.

The second strain begins with two brief descending patterns of pitches. This strain is repeated.

The third strain, or TRIO, includes one of the world's most famous melodies. Played by fewer instruments, this section is more melodic, and has lighter accents, than the preceding strains.

After the dramatic and strongly rhythmic section called the BREAK, the trio is repeated, accompanied by a COUNTERMELODY in the piccolo.

There is another break, and then the trio returns, with a new countermelody in the trombones.

