Composer: Richard Wagner

Title: "Song to the Evening Star" from Tännhauser

In this romantic song, Tännhauser's friend Wolfram pleads with the Evening Star to guide his beloved Elizabeth through the dark and threatening night to heaven. The opening phrase is almost entirely chromatic, and Wagner uses chromaticism throughout much of the rest of the song. The technique seems particularly well suited to express Wolfram's extreme emotional state.

Text:


O du, mein holder Abendstern


O my gracious evening star


wohol grüsst ich immer dich so gern;

gladly do I greet thee;


vom Herzen, das sie nie verriet,


for this heart, that never betrayed her,
grüsse sie, wenn sie vorbe dir zieht,


greet her when she passes thee,


wenn sie entschwebt dem Tal der Erden,

when she vanishes from the valley of earth

em sel'ger Engel dort zu werden!


to become a holy angel there!

