Effective Practices for Reading Aloud
Visit the Online Learning Center at www.mhhe.com/kiefer9e for a printable version of this list.

1. Select a story appropriate to the developmental age of the children and their previous exposure to literature.

2. Determine whether you will share the book with the whole class, a small group, or an individual child.

3. Select books that will stretch children’s imaginations, extend their interests, and expose them to fine art and writing.

4. Read a variety of types of books to capture the interests of all.

5. Remember that favorite stories should be reread at the primary level.

6. Plan to read aloud several times a day.

7. Select a story that you like so that you can communicate your enthusiasm.

8. Choose a story or chapter that can be read in one session.

9. Read the book first so that you are familiar with the content.

10. Seat the children close to you so that all can see the pictures.

11. Hold the book so that children can see the pictures at their eye level.

12. Communicate the mood and meaning of the story and characters with your voice.

13. Introduce books in various ways:

Through a display

Through a brief discussion about the author or illustrator

By asking children to predict what the story will be about through looking at the cover and interpreting the title

By linking the theme, author, or illustrator to other books children know
14. Encourage older children to discuss the progress of the story or predict the outcome at the end of the chapter

15. Help children to link the story with their own experiences or other literature.

16. Keep a list of the books read aloud to the whole class that can be passed on to their next teachers.

For further assistance, see Caroline Feller Bauer’s New Handbook for Storytellers (Chicago: American Library Association, 1993).

